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MUST BOOKS 
August 26 
Orwell, George ANIMAL FARM Harcourt, Brace 
$1.75 


A modern day fable, with modern implications in a deceiving simplicity, by 
the author of pickens, Dali and Others (Reynal & Hitchcock, p. 138), whose critical 
brilliance is well adapted to this type of satire. This tells of the revolt ona 
farm, against humans, when the pigs take over the intellectual superiority, training 
the horses, cows, sheep, etc., into acknowledging their greatness. The first hints 
come with the reading out of a pig who instigated the building of a windmill, so that 
the electric power would be theirs, the idea taken over by Napoleon who becomes top- 
man with no maybes about it. Napoleon trains the young puppies to be his guards, 
dickers with humans, gradually instigates a reign of terror, and breaks the final 
commandment against any animal walking on two legs. The old faithful follewers find 
themselves no better off for food and work than they were when man ruled them, learn 
their final disgrace when they see Napoleon and Squealer carousing with their enemies... 
A basic statement of the evils of dictatorship in that it not only corrupts the leaders, 
but deadens the intelligence and awareness of those led so that tyranny is inevitable. 
Mr. Orwell's animals exist in their own right, with a narrative as individual as it is 
apt in political parody. Book of the Month Club selection for September. 


* 


September 25 


Priestley, Jo Bo BRIGHT DAY Harper 
$2.50 
A novel that evokes the England, and its family life, of pre-1914, as Gregory 
Dawson, @& script writer, recalls earlier years in Bruddersford, while he is holed up in 
a coastal hotel to finish a forthcoming film. Recognition of an elderly couple there 
, turns Gregory backward- to the years when, as a boy, he worked for a wool firm, lived in 
the golden magic of the Alinpgton family, whose three daughters he loved at one time. 
With scalpel delicacy Gregory relives those bright years, where music, poetry, litera- 
ture, charades, holidays and family warmth lightened his orphan life. But the light 
fades, as Alington loses his hold on the wool business, as Eleanor Nixey blights Eve 
Alington's romance, as Bridget fights with Greg, as Joan misses out on the man she wants. 
The breakup comes with Eve's death and the coming of the war. Interspersed with this 
recall are Greg's hours of writing, the arrival of a Hollywood film star, the state of 
the moving picture business in England during this war, the anims against American 
studios, and Greg's final break with the industry as he finds a new organization with 
youth and ideas to join, and a woman who can write finis to his memori¢seoo The seduc- 
tive glamor, with the knowledge of things to come, of retrospect,- traced with veracity 
and enchantment make up a first half that is the best part of the book. This is 
Priestley working with an imaginative perception, patterning a real narrative with 
. conventional contrivance, managing to overlay the whole with a glow of the magic of 
poignant rediscovery. 
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October 2 


Shute, Nevil VINLAND THE GOOD Morrow 
$2.50 
On Shute's name this will secure attention. But in substance, in manner, it 
will prove again how impossible it is to pigeonhole that writer. For the first time 
he has turned the clock back- but used an effectively modern medium for telling an 
ancient story. Here is the opening chapter of the drama of America's story,- the story 
of Eric the Red and Leif the Lucky- real discoverers of America, but to most school 
children little known figures. Shute has set their story in the frame of an English 
school room where a newly discharged officer (onetime teacher) has returned to take up 
the work he had left- and to whom has been assigned the impossible subject of American 
history, shunned by the other masters. The Fifth Form too is ready to take him over 
the bumps- but he captures their interest by a toughness acquired in the school of war- 
and he tells them the story of this opening chapter in a way that holds them spellbound 
(but that costs him his job). And the manner? Shute has chosen a screen continuity 
technique- with dialogue and vignetted backgrounds as his medium, and done it effective- 
ly. Try it on some teachers} You might start something in our own schools’ The story 
itself is a good one- as Eric gets in hot water first in Norway, then in Iceland, and 
finally goes to Greenland to start a new world. And then his son retraces his steps- 
and expands beyond his father's horizon to yet more new worlds. An interesting experi- 


ment, skillfully done. 


‘Some Good Names- Some Not:so Good Books- and ‘Some Others 


The new Bruce Marshall YELLOW TAPERS FOR PARIS (Houghton, Mifflin) ts disappointing; 
so ts Charles Jackson's THE FALL OF VALOR (Rinehart); Fredertc Prokosch and Arthur 
Koestler, who write for a more intellectual market, are among those present with 

less distinguished books; Rumer Godden's THE RIVER (Little, Brown) is delicate but 
diaphanous; Phyllis Bentley's ‘THE RISE OF HENRY MORCAR ts reliable Bentley. On the 
positive stde, are two de luxe suspense :stories, Michael Blankfort's THE WIDOW-MAKERS 
(Simon & Schuster) and Vera Caspary's STRANGER ‘THAN TRUTH .(Random).- 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


August 27 


Marshall, Bruce YELLOW TAPERS FOR PARIS Houghton, Mifflin 
$2000 
What a disappointment after yhe World, The Flesh:and Father ‘Smith and the 
long ago Father Malachy's Miracte.: Frankly this bored me exceedingly. It has a note 
of authenticity in the picture of the simple people of Paris in the uneasy years from 
1934 to the Fall of France, the cupidity of big business, the governmental confusion 
which made defeat inevitable. Thrqugh Bigou, underpaid and overworked little book- 
keeper; or through his daughter, who didn't understand why they remained poor; or the 
people of the Quarter, Baco and Chanu and Verneuil, who were not sure whether they were 
Communists or Fascists; or through Bacqueroet who was blinded in the last war and knew 
another was coming- through all flow the acceptance first, rejection later of the 
dictates of the powers of press, radio, authority- the knowledge that the old creeds, 
the old assurances have failed them. The atmosphere and mood are successfully cap- 
tured; but there is lack of focus on plot or character, lack of the humanity that 
has made his other books memorable. 
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September 11] 


Godden, Rumer THE RIVER Little, Brown 
$2000 

The grace, the fragility, associated with Rumer Godden, cgain most evident in 
this new book which is not a story (and therefore less probably popular), but rather an 
interlude, a pause in time as well as a play on time, in the early adolescence of a 
young girl. This concerns Harriet, one of several children in an English family in 
India, Harriet who has reached the frightening, questioning borderline between adoles- 
cence and maturity. Here are her thoughts about living and dying, about the world, 
about change as her older sister withdraws to an adult sphere, her little brother is 
killed by a cobra. Omnipresent is the sense of the irrevocability of time when "nothing 
stops days, or rivers", adding a metaphysical tone to the idyll. Frail, fugitive, this 
may be too tenuous for many tastes- even though she has a following. 


September 12 


Burnett, WoRe ROMELLE Knopf 
$2.50 
Another of the demon-lover themes, this time of night club singer, Romelle, 
who loves and marries romantic, mysterious Jules Ramond. Jules, whose ambiguous present 
is only hinted at through his tales of his past and his family's glories, rouses un- 
quiet doubts in Romelle, but with nothing definite to fear, she knows no terror of his 
locked room, his unpredictable hatreds, strange actions. With the death of his admitted 
enemy, and Jules' disappearance, Romelle learns the secret of the Bluebeard chamber, 
and Jules' peculiar double life,. but joins him in his attempt to escape the police. 
Beltline model- that should keep the dust off the rental shelves. 


de la Torre, Lillian DR., SAM JOHNSON, DETECTOR Knopf 
sus $2.75 

Elizabeth Is M¥ssing was » brilliant recreation and interpretation of a crim- 
inal cause celebre of the 18th century. Here again is the same intellectual invention, 
literary finesse, in a series of episodes in which Dr. Johnson, in the words of Boswell, 
exposes devious affairs. With certain incidents of the original serving as an impetus, 
these nine stories (six of which appeared in Ellery Queen's Mystery Magazine) are 
largely fictional fabrication. How the learned lexicographer finds a waxwork cadaver 
with a. human hand and uncovers a murderer; how he apprehends a flying highwayman; how 
he imposes an imposture in the form of a wild boys; how he lays a ghost, deciphers a 
code, recovers the Great Seal of Mngland, etc., all provide criminal curiosities which 
if esoteric, are also enigmatic. 


September” 16 cbiebetetiem =f Sy fee 
Soar ge } 


Marmur, Jacland ANDROMEDA ‘Henry Holt 
| $2075 
By the author of Sea uty, The Sea‘and The Shore,. this has much of the lyri- 
cal emotionalism, the sea-feverish tension of all Marmur has written- which give his 
books a certain quality. This is the story of the gunless cargo steamer, Andromeda, 
her Captain and crew of old timers who survived the last war and reminisce back to it, 
the hopeless crossing she is to make from Singapore to Frisco after war has been de- 
clared. Taking on two passengers, Nancy Paget, who is young, lovely, arrogant, and 
Alexander Bane, an older man, the war does not become real to Nancy until the quarter- 
master is shot from the mast. Falling in love with John Flemming, the chief mate, 
Nancy finally admits her involvement when the Andromeda is spotted by a submarine, 
her sinking a surety, even though Bane, Japanese agent, attempts to save the ship and 
his life... A certain romanticism here does not limit this to a purely masculine 
market. 
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September 18 


Harlin, Amos R. FOR HERE IS MY FORTUNE —am\ Whittlesey 
$2.50 

A real, regional portrait of an isolated, ingrown community in the Ozarks some 
forty years ago, of the Conway brothers (seven) who were authoritatively as well as 
numerically impressive, and of a Father who was the firm figurehead of the town. As 
told by young Jimmie, here are non-interrelated incidents of his childhood; of the 
"funning" of an out of town salesman; the death of Uncle Henry as he stops a hill posse; 
of sour Cousin Myrtle's disastrous elopement; of a wedding and a revenoor raid; of 
Father's importation of a pump to the town against the opposition of the natives; of his 
younger brother's illness, abandonment by the doctors, and cure by Grandmaw's onion 
remedy; etc., etc. Regional chronicling with homely, homespun virtues, presuming that 
this type of book will still find a market- particularly in fictional form. 


Announcing for Septenber 19 ae aa SY) be 


Wodehouse, P.Ge NOTHING BUT WODEHOUSE Doubleday 


| oy — - $2050= 92.957 
Jeeves, He Rather knjoyed It, eet Mr. Hulliner, and Leave it jo Psmith, okd 


comrades- harried by ripe circumstance- in a collection. 


September 23 \ 


Simenon BLIND ALLEY Reynal & Hitchcock 
- $2.50 

Of the dark souled Vladimir, in bondage to a drunken woman, Madame Papelier, 
whose jealousy of his companion of years, Blinis, leads him to frame Blinis for stealing 
Madame's ring. With Blinis out of the way, Vladimir, instead of finding happiness, 
discovers that he cannot in any way make friends with Helene, Madame's daughter. This 
is his course of retribution, his growing hatred of Madame, his despair when he learns 
Helene is pregnant by Blinis, and his means of freeing himself by strangling Madame. 
Then he goes on his search for Blinis- to confess and restore Blinis to Helene, and 
finds him in a flophouse in Poland. There, in deep drunkenness, he sends Blinis back 
to Helene, stays to sink as low as Blinis had to finish his self-punishment. The ig- 
nominy of wasted years culminating in violence, a violence which leaves the criminal 
with no feeling of having committed a crime, the expiation is rather for his treason 
to friendship. A precis rather than a full novel, and not too convincing at that. 


September 22 ~ 


nna ee Macmillan 


Bentley, Phyllis THE RISE OF HENRY MORCAR 
$3.00 


Once again Phyllis Bentley has used her West Riding background for a story of 
textile manufacturers. It is amazing that she can recapture the interest each time, for 
her stories are slightly plotted and once read, there is a sense of returning to familiar, 
well-trodden ground. However she peoples her stage with credible characters, she makes 
the changing customs in the industry alive and important, and she gives one a sense of 
a stalwart part of an England that survives. This story comes up to the present, and 
spans the life of Henry Morcar, who starts as a poor boy in a mill and becomes one of 
the powers in the industry. Closely linked with his career is the story of the other 
mills,» the Shaws, where he first worked and speedily found he wasn't wanted, only to 
return in later years; and Oldroyd's where he was given his chance. There is also the 
story of his marriage and its tragic aftermath; of the first World War and the death 
of his closest friend; and his love affair with Christina, whose life is taken in the 
Blitz. It is not exciting reading- but a pleasant and solid bit of England. 
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September 26 


Pollak, James S. THE GOLDEN EGG Henry Holt 


$a-75 3,0 


A throughly documented, long novel that reveals much of the picture business, 
more of the men that make it, with an ear for the language of the pictures, and an eye 
for human weakness, It is a relentless case history of Willie Levinson (Levinsky) in 
particular, the industry in general. Willie's father and uncle, by combined shrewdness, 
bring their Miracle Pictures to the top of the trade. Willie, however, at a fashionable 
school, flubs it after his family is forced to backtrack, earns the school's hatred, 
retaliates with his own for being a Jew, Into the family business, Wil'ie soon produces 
a ruthlessness, brutality, that even causes him to displace his father and uncle, He is 
made aware of new goals by schicksa Lucy, and with Lucy ready to become his mistress, 
finds he is impotent. After betraying his father and uncle, he finds he has also be- 
trayed himself and is definitely out. Of its kind, it lacks the bitter impersonality, 
say- of I Can Get [It For You Wholesale, in its warmth and sympathy, 


September 27 “ 10/1 


Miller, Helen Topping SHOD WITH FLAME a 
L 2.75 

Continuing from the light, to the lighter historical vein of Dark Satiks, put 
still managing a rather romantic touch, this is a story of the Civil War, of the border- 
ing states Kentucky and Tennessee who were to divide their sympathies and allegiance, 
In particular it concerns Barclay Heath who, when her home is burned, goes to enemy 
country in Tennessee to see her stepbrother's grave, is taken to the house of aristocratic 
Caroline Donelson where she meets Carr Peyton, Confederate, whom she loves in spite of 
her Union loyalties, How Carr escapes, how Caroline's home is requisitioned by the 
Union army and Barclay is accused of the Union soldier's death which made possible Carr's 
escape, all this leads to the close of the war and happiness for Carr and Barclay, A 
sheen of gallantry and glamour makes this a pleasant, if not important, popularization 


of past performances, 
Septetiber 77 OO ¢ 


a a 
Koestler, Arthur THIEVES IN THE NIGHT OY Macmillan 


$2.75 
The intellectualization of emotion, the ironic ratiocination, character- 
istic of Koestler again manifest in this new novel, which is however, less oblique than 
any he has written, This is a portrait of the Jewish homeland, Palestine, and against 
the larger issues of Arab violence and British insular indifference, is told the story 


of a Commune, and of Joseph who became a Zionist after an experience with a woman had alisn- 


ed him with the Jewish half of his heritage, Joseph is in contrast to the puritannical , 
pioneering fervents of the Commune, is ideologically rather than emotionally attached to 
the movement, has become a socialist because he hates the poor, a Hebrew because he hates 
the Yid. In love with Dina, scarred by her experiences in Gestapo hands, Joseph has an 
affair with Ellen- is forced by the Commune to marry her, It is only after acts of 

Arab terrorism, Dina's murder, and the unconscionable White Paper, that Joseph loses 

his detachment, identifies himself emotionally with his race, Koestler has never been 

a popular author in the popular senee; the theme here is itself limiting; the market 

is therefore questionable. 


Farrell, James T. WHEN BOYHOOD DREAMS COME TRUE —— 
2.75 
Farrell's new minor pieces, short stories, essays, a dialogue, a 
three act play (in collaboration with Hortense Alden), all in the Farrell idiom, Here 
are the lush twenties, the big city, Catholicism, the Chicago Irish, neurosis, narcotics 
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alcohol, and sex, The characters step out of his novels: a parlor pink, a lonely, 
conscience-stricken soldier, a zealous Red, an American Babbitt in Paris, a revolutionary 
turned bourgeois, an intended priest tempted by the fleshpots, disillusioned, pugnacious 
youth, And here is the same socio-journalistic handling, successful in these short 

works as in his novels but not adapting itself effectively to the art form of the stage 
play. Here also Farrell seems to be coming closer to a resigned acceptance of the 
world's evil, at least close for an idealistic revolutionary. His market, 










September 77? 






Hinckley, Helen THE MOUNTAINS ARE MINE — 
2,75 

. A substantial novel of Mormon life, that concentrates on the issue of plural 
wives as it affects Milly Allison. Her father's death on the way to Salt Lake City, her 
mother's efforts to support her young ones, all combine to warp Milly from the faith, But 
when her Mother becomes the plural wife of comfortable, upright Brother Farnsworth, Milly's 
doubts are gradually diminished and she is able to ease the pain of the marriage for Farns- 
worth's son, Abel. When Abel speaks for her, however, she is not ready for marriage, and 
when- sent away to school- she loses her heart to Hyrum Lucas, she has no doubt of be- 
coming his Celestial Wife. Her passion for Hyrum supercedes the troubles she has with 
his first wife; her own children provide her with another escape. But Hyrum's traffic 
with the Gentiles, his restlessness, his attempt to make Milly's sister his third wife, 
his gambling and parternship in boom town bordellos- give Milly shock after shock until 
she applies for divorce, returns to Abel whom she has missed for so long. The emotional 
and practical problems of polygamy treated with a sincere sympathy, give substance to 
this regional novel, 

























October 3 


Jackson, Charles THE FALL OF VALOR -— 

2, 50 

This is not a second Lost Weekendand except for the carrying power of the 

author's name, unlikely to achieve prominence, In handling, it lacks the anatomical 
authenticity, the intensity, which gave that book its power. In theme, it presents 
a socially less sympathetic subject than alcoholism, homosexuality, without the distinction 
of say- Dusty Answer. This is the story of John and Ethel Grandin, happily married for 
many years until the present when Ethel realizes that John has lost his physical interest 
in her, is too absorbed by his intellectual pursuits as a professor, &-two weeks vaca- 
tion on Nantucket does not serve as a rapprochement, John, in his mid-forties, is self- 
conscious of his age, his non-participation in the war, and is strangely attracted by his 
counterpart, Cliff, a Marine officer, whose young masculinity, vitality, are particularly 
susceptible points of admiration by John, John, in turn, with his superior social, 
mental background, is to Cliff a source of respect, It is ohly after John has really 
been caught by his love for Cliff that he recognizes the nature of his attraction, In 
admitting it to Ethel, he loses her- gets a sharper, physically violent rejection by 
Cliff which completes the fall of valor... A credible, in some ways creditable, handling 
of a touchy theme- in no way offensive, but then again- in no way important. 







October 7 






Strauss, Theodore MOONRISE Viking 
$2.50 
The mental excitement of emotional tension highlights the story of Daniel, 
whose life had been overshadowed by the hanging of his father for murder, When wealthy, 
worldly Jerry taunts him once too often, Danny kills him- and suffers a nightmare, 
haunted journey through fear, hatred, love and retribution, until he is able to shed 




















August 1, 1946 Fickton ~357= 





his past beliefs and resentment and be at peace with himself, Against his story is that 
of Gillie, whom he loves but in whom he cannot confide; of Mcse, his old hunting com- 
panion who knows Danny’s secret; of Sheriff Otis and his human attitude toward the young 
killer; of the people of the town and their individual responses to the killing. Danny's 
small victory in rationalizing his silence is lost when he almost kills again, and only 
after learning the truth about his father is he freed from the terrors of his actions and 
able to give himself up to the Sheriff and Gillie. With sympathy and unhurried perception 
and a sure grasp of mounting climax, this shows a marked advance from Wight At Nogwallow 
(Little, Brown-1937), and proves its worth in its best moments, For the selective reader. 


October 9 


Helm, MacKinley A MATTER OF LOVE wer 
2.50 

A book of short stories about a small Mexican mountain village and its inhabi- 
tants, which, whether truth or fiction, manages to leave the reader almost as charmed as 
the American writer who visited there, A town of eccentrics, there is a very satisfying 
proportion of lovable to not-so-lovable characters, There is a sense of place, and above 
all an understanding of the unique philosophy of this people, isolated, living on memories 
of past grandeur and by a set of morals very different from ours, This may not equal, 
but can hold its own against its prototypes- Viva Mextco and The Days of Ofelia. 


Martens, David THE ABRUPT SELF "ee 
2. 50 

Not the stuff of which popular reading is made, but rather for those to whom 
word use, word manipulation, and introspective knowledge-seeking has appeal. In the 
frame of several introductions by his old friend Gordon, are the sections of the diary 
kept. by John Matheu, as isolating himself on the New England coast, he reveals the agonies 
of his search for wisdom, for balancing his outer and inner worlds. Here are the torments 
of the flésh, ambition, of doubts and fears, of anger and dejection, of high delight as 
some portion of the truth becomes real. Incessant observation, not only of personal ques- 
tionings, but of the facts and meanings of the natural world around him, combine to bring 
him to his final capitulation to the wisdom he has found, Under the tyranny of words, the 
tyranny of honesty, this is an intellectual exercise, an introspective excursion, with 
interest for perhaps Thoreau followers, a highly selective, subtle-minded audience, 


October 10 
Noble, Barbara DOREEN Doubleday 
$2.50 
* Distinguished by a very poignant freshness, a restraint, and a very pure sense 


of character, this is a first novel with implications beyond its rather minor proportions, 
a story of a Cockney child sent to the country during the Blitz which imposes a social- 
as well as a human problem, Doreen, the only possession of Mrs, Rawlings, a char, is 
cared for with a dogged, maternal devotion, but is finally sent away to the Osbornes, a 
childless couple who belong to quite another class, the gentry. It is Mrs, Rawlings, not 
the Osbornes, who realizes that she is losing Doreen to a standard and an outlook of another 
class, who has the sour satisfaction of watching Doreen fulfill the Osbornes’ frustrated 
objective of a child of their own, who has the fear that Doreen will never return to the 
London slums, And it is Mrs, Rawlings who makes the decision to take Doreen back to 
poverty and danger, knowing that it is a question of absolute possession or absolute loss, 
Beyond its theme, which is perhaps limited today- particularly in this country-, this is 
an appealing slight story, deftly, delicately managed. 
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October 10 


Prokosch, Frederic IDOLS OF THE CAVE —_—— 
2.75 

Far from the atmospheric impressioniam of his earlier books, is this sophis- 
ticated rather than subtle, worldly rather than other-worldly story of a circumscribed 
circle in New York through the war years, the elaborate elite of exiles, aesthetes, 
socialities, Against the artifice of this milieu is told the story of four- of Jonathan, 
Lydia, Pierre and Delia, Jonathan, an innocent and something of an idealist, has a 
quixotic affair with Lydia, a ballerina, recognizes her insincerity, her infidelity, and 
contrasts her with his cousin's wife, Delia, of great beauty, However Delia falls in 
love with Pierre Maillard, an old friend of Jonathan's, leaves her husband for Pierre, 
and as her love for Pierre increases in intensity, it also increases in insecurity and 
ends in destruction, This has not the literary distinction of the earlier Prokosch, 
but is more popular in theme, in treatment, and has a certain giltedge glamour, ‘ a 

f \ 
Williamson, Scott Graham THE FIESTA AT ANDERSON'S HOUSE + ee i Pg 
NA ” $2.% 

A suggestive, sensuous prose, a strong sense of atmosphere, an affectionate 
identification with the primitive marks this first novel of San Juan, Puerto Rico, the 
fiesta at Anderson's House which is its focus and its climax, Beyond that, it is a series 
of portraits of whites and natives who were to attend the American newspaperman McCormick’ 
fiesta, as McCormick rounds bars, bagnios, homes, to invite his friends, Here is the 
city with its poverty, its racial and political hostilities; certain of the characters, 
Rafael the painter, Velasquez the writer, Bierman the social worker, etc. And the fiesta, 
the next dav, reaches its height in the midst of a hurricane, ends in orgiastic revelry 
and death, There's something of the Jortilla Flat Steinbeck here in a portrait of a 
pagan people, the abandoned amorality, the casual conviviality, if here it is more 
sensual- less highhearted, The market seems limited. 





Lane, Jane MADAME GENEVA Rinehart 
$3.00 

A long, discursive, expository novel, full of period slang and cant, that 
follows the national rake's progress of England as the interrelated effect of Holland 
gin, political disruption and national speculation work toward the climax of the South 
Sea Bubble and the defeat of James' attempt to return to the throne, This is the life of 
Michael Pennington, wanted Jacobite and Papist, whose daily work for a brewer does not 
interrupt his pamphleteering for the return of the rightful king. Here is the unequal 
fight between Madame Geneva's (gin) followers and the loyal adherents of Sir John Barley- 
corn, the growing ranks of gin addicts that keep pace with the spread of lotteries, infla- 
tionary banking. Michael instructs, treasonably, where he can, saves his employer from 
ruin when the bubble breaks, and is informed on and hung after the defeat of James, 
The story almost obliterated by monumental historical research, this is stolid in pace 


and progress, 


October 14 / 


Jovine, Francesco SEEDS IN THE WIND Roy 
$3.00 
A first novel by a young Italian, this is somewhat reminiscent of Silone in 
its awareness of the social and political unrest of a country through its village people, 
though the scene here is the early 19th century. <A time of dissatisfaction and disorder 
which leads to civil war, the levelling down of the old castes of birth and money, is 
paralleled in the story of highborn Antonietta and stable boy Pietro, The adjustment of 
that love comes after the outbreak of war, Pietro's rescue of Antonietta from a seminary 
and their marriage, Authentic, sincere, there is perhaps too little story interest here 


to carry this to an American audience, 





| 
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October iD wn | 
, . Dutton 


Clewes, Howard DEAD GROUND 
$2, 50 


An impressive narrative economy marks this novel of the war in a small English 
village which points up the impersonal, unimaginative rule of the military, the conflict 
between civilian and army authority, The action concerns an old sea captain whose ship 
is to be sunk to block the harbor in case of a Nazi invasion, The Captain objects to 
his once proud ship being so used- the military authorities! inability to understand 
his reluctance, Brooding, obstinate, the Captain makes his own decision and sails his 
ship out into the mine fields and sinks it and himself, There is moralization here, 
and allegory, with perhaps the characters sacrificed to the lesson taught. Its harsh 
integrity limits its popular market, gives its appeal for the mature, perceptive reader. 


Winter, Sophus Keith BEYOND THE GARDEN GATE a 
2.50 

A family story set in Eugene, Oregon, where Mother and Father have an ideal 
marital relationship and establish rapport through literary quotations; where the oldest 
son, Bruce, is the practical business man and is properly engaged to the daughter of 
the town banker; where another son, Forrest, loves a moraily emancipated young lady from 
Portland and the daughter, Alice, reads Lucretius and spouts philosophy, Their serenity 
is disturbed as scandal strikes when a little farmer girl is going to have Forrest's 
baby and goes insane, The family meets the situation courageously, and Forrest is saved 
with the help of the girl he really loves, <A little sex, a little psychology, and too 
much self-conscious literary talk, About the most that can be said about this one is 
that while it's pretty light, there's nothing objectionable about it, 


Caspary, Vera STRANGER THAN TRUTH ., |, ee Random House 
i adhe $2.50 
. Again a decorative, devious study in crime and punishment which continues 


the very effective entertainment standards of Laura, jedelia, 2ffers much originality 

in its own right, This involves Johnny Ansell, che new editor of a fact—detective 
magazine, one in a large chain operated by the "Truth-Sharer", Noble Barclay, whose 
messianic mission is as phoney as it is profitbearing, When Ansell's story of an 
unsolved murder of an unknown man, Wilson, is killed by Barclay, Ansell's attempts to 
revive the story jeopardize his job as he is kicked upstairs, his life as he is poisoned, 
and lead to his suspicions of Barclay- and his daughter- Bleanor- with the final back 
tracking of all evidence to the evangelical editor... A clever, circuitous development 
of old and new crimes, a satirical stress on the set-up of a monthly digest empire, 

give this eminence, 


Blankfort, Michael THE WIDOW-~MAKERS loan 7. Simon & Schuster 
fo ee $2. 50 
° The [nner Sanctum Yystery Special seal of superiority for the tense, tender 


story of Tirza, 12, Jamesy, 8, and Maggie 5, motherless three of Eliot Green, an anti- 
fascist of anonymous activities, whose death leaves in the children's hands incriminating 
evidence against his enemies, The children are sent to America to an aunt they hate, 

run away and are followed, are brought to the home of Orlando Miller who claims to have 
known their father, Keeping their legacy a secret, in spite of Orlando, in spite of 
Martin, their father's collaborator, the end is precipitated when they give over their 
material to Orlando, and Martin moves in to save the mission for which Eliot Green died. 
These children, while not the quiz kids of Craig Rice's Home Sweet Homicide with which a 
parallel is inevitable, are very appealing in their determination and vulnerability, 

give this book a sentimental rather than a smarty touch, and without them- the story 
would be disqualified on action values, 
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October 77 
13/2 | 
Aistrop, Jack BACKSTAGE WITH JOE Roy 


$2.50 
In terse, condensed narrative, stripped action, all linked in a flashing montage 

effect, this is experimental styling for the variegated disasters of wartime living, 
sometimes effective, sometimes confused. This is the story of Blackie, and the complex 
relationships the war brings about for him, as his girl, Gerry turns him down, and he 
finds warm friendship with Eileen, whose husband Norman is wounded in Africa- losing 
both hands, Blackie sees a small girl bombed, a young ATS wiped out; he learns there is 
little place for his love for Eileen with her husband still needing her; Gerry pulls a 
boner with a young foreigner and is in the middle of a scandal; Norman learns he loves 
his American nurse, and John, a pervert, to punish Blackie~ kills Bileen, A first novel 


that has won an English award. 
VITAL STATISTICS 


August 21 
Treat, Lawrence H AS IN HUNTED Duell, Sloan & gi eg 
2.50 
° Proceeding from more classical criminal detection to the suspense specialty 


of the chase, this offers some fine excitement in the story of Bill Seriff, who returns 
from the wars with a treason charge against him, and then faces a murder charge when the 
man who betrayed him is killed, Fighting it out alone, Tony is sure he can get the evi- 
dence that will clear him, is blocked by ensuing murders, suspects the political rather 

than the personal issues involved, and braves all to retrieve his reputation, The newest 
in a series of increasing superiority. 


September 19 


Siller, Van ONE ALONE Doubleday 

$2.00 
The full glamour treatment for a cross-country chase as John Sherwood, attracted 

by a gal with a fatal touch, finds she is believed guilty of her father-in-law's 

death, lands in a second murder, and discounting all talk that Ellen Winterton is a 

killer, helps her to escape, Ditched by Ellen, he returns to Washington to help fight 

her case, and when the kidnapping of her baby smokes out Ellen, together they expose 

themselves to the killer, Not too scientific, this still sets a smooth standard and is 

@ Crime Club choice, 


Septémber-23~ | 0}! “| 


Halleran, E. &. DOUBLE CROSS TRAIL Mecrae-Smith 
$2.00 
The adventures of Sid Malloy, Civil War veteran, in Kansas as he plays the 
part of a confidence man to learn a gambler's secrets, acts as scout to Custer and is 
betrayed as a traitor to the Army, Malloy, in a sell out finale, clears his name and 
breaks up a holdup gang, Variation on the usual Western, 


October 2 


Dewey, Thomas B, AS GOOD AS DEAD Morrow- Jefferson House 
$2.00 
Small town topic for talk and trouble as a lady, after twenty years, returns 
home, shuts herself up in the 01d homestead, is murdered and turns out to be the wrong 
woman, Singer Batts, and Joe Spinder, of Yue and Cry solve a case complicated by city 
gangsters and a traveling corpse. Does all right. 
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October 2 


Gardner, Curtiss T. BONES DON'T LIE M. S, Mill 
$2.00 

| Big steel as motivating and complicating factors in the decease of a mill 
chemist, the sabotage of its steel product, and the determination of Ray Locke- who 
returns from = year in prison on a framed charge- to clear himself and identify the 
man who wrec®i a train with a faulty axel. Successive "accidents" require the assis- 
tance of General Ulysses Grant Flint for their solution- which of course has something 
to do with steel, Industrial item, and uninspired. 


October 10 


Nelson, James-Fd. - COMPLETE MURDER SAMPLER are 
2.50 

The first crime club extra, this offers 16 short stories, a variety of crime 
connoisseurs and their special specialties, and some material not too often in collections 
such as this. Leslie Charteris’ Saint, Hormung's Raffles, R. Austin Freeman's Dr, 
Thorndyke, rank with W, W, Jacobs, John Buchan, H. P. Lovecraft, Mary Roberts Rinehart, 
Edmund Pearson, G.K., Chssterton, Maugham, Edgar Wallace, and the more recent Raymond 
Chandler and Geoffrey Household. From the abnormal to the supernatural, the intellectual 
sport to the physical game, this is varied to please most readers if, and it is not, 
comparable with the anthological amplitude of Ellery Queen, 


Daly, Blizabeth THE WRONG WAY DOWN ale oa” 
2,50 
The gentle touch for not so gentle doings ac Gamaige, puzzling over the 
duplication of an old etching in behalf of an acquaintance, Miss Paxton, proceeds 
from a case of misdemeanour to murder when Miss Paxton is killed, a question of inheri- 
tance involved. With leisurely precision, Gamadge collects his evidence, uncovers an 
alias and a killer, One in a series distinguished by a very smooth simplicity. 


Ooteber-tT re a 


Bellairs, George DEATH IN THE NIGHT WATCHES / | 1 MecniI len 
2,00 

Detective Inspector Thomas Littlejohn of New Scotland Yard finds all his 
early theories topple as he spends patient time on devious irrelevancies and a dearth 
of useful information while investigating two murders connected with the Worth En- 
ginecring works, A widow, younger than her three stepchildren, a will fashioned to 
promote i111 feeling, and many circles of local opinion and gossip keep Littlejohn 
revising his ideas, eventually producing a satisfactory blueprint- with evidence, 
Unmelodramatic mental exercise, 19 


Bishop, Curtis BY WAY OF WYOMING }))’ yo a 
2.00 
Slow drawl school for a tale of vengeance pursued without guns, as Brad 
Hunter of the Tall T, driving cattle from Texas to Kansas by way of Wyoming, challenges 
Wyoming's Siopin title to their land,enlists the sympathy of the local sheriff, 
and makes good his threats of driving out the unlawful owner, establishing a proper 
heritage, Even minus the hardware- plenty of salivating. 
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October ?7 


Overholser, Wayne D, BUCKAROO'S CODE 4)" ~—_—— 
oe 2.50 
Open season in Oregon as Cotton Drennan, cowhanding on Jackson Malloy's 
ranch, wonders over the omnipresence of a crew of gunmen, the killing of a man and his 
wife, and aligns himself with homesteader Flagg and his daughter, June, whom Malloy is 
attempting to oust, With Malloy's decision to sell out to railroad magnate Abernathy, 
Cotton is on to Abernathy's imposture, avoids a frame when Malloy is killed, and returns 


to clean sweep the range. Superior. 


a 
Messner 


$2.00 


Gaines, Audrey OMIT FLOWERS, PLEASE Ib/ 1S 


A swish sequence of Washington homicides, a million dollar race bet, a 
clandestine first wife, an aging but ardent actress, a lily-white gangster and a dapper 
hanger~on, all fill in the evidence for a double-talking couple as they find a corpse 
in their kitchen, and foiling the ‘police, solve three murders. Double-takes and 
crosses among the not so elegant elite make for sophisticated sleuthing. 


Goodis, David DARK PASSAGE /o | Messner 
, | $2.00 

Sensational to shocker wherein rewards of crime and punishment are somewhat 
perverted. Parry, sentenced for killing his wife, is innocent, escapes from prison, 
is helped by Irene who hides and clothes him since she believes in his Hnnocence, At 
her apartment he is in danger from a friend of his wife's, seeks refuge with a trusted 
friend, has facial surgery and finds the trusted friend murdered, At Irene's again, 
waiting for his face to heal, he pieces out the truth, kills a man, and traps his wife 
and friend's killer into suicide, Arranging for Irene to meet him in Peru- he makes a 
getaway. Intricate psychologizing, hot misic take the place of the usual sex and drink 
and give this new directions in the hardhitting mystery field. S.E.P. serialization. 

ee 

Morley, Christopher-fd. - MURDER WITH A DIFFERENCE jo / Random House 

Complete, and unabridged, a threesome- H.F. Heard's’A Taste ‘For Honey, 
Richard Hull's The Murder of My’Aunt, and Patrick Hamilton's Hangover Square, re- 
presented at a low price. All have highly individual, intellectual merit. 


‘REPRINTS 
‘Announcing 'A Fine Edttton- for October 


Roberts, Elizabeth Madox THE TIME OF MAN Viking 
$5.00 

One of the first novels which brought the Viking Press into the limelight as a 
publisher of distinguished books was Elizabeth Roberts’ The Time of Man,. the novel on 
which her greatest lasting fame will rest. Now- to commemorate their 20th anniversary, 
Viking is re-issuing this novel with illustrations by an artist who seems the ideal 
choice for the work, Clare Leighton, Miss Leighton's intimate knowledge of the Kentucky 
country- her personal friendship with Miss Roberts before her death in 1941, combine to 
give even deeper significance to her 17 lovely wood engravings, Boxed, 








ga. 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Hach 3,25) for Septembes 


Crane, Frances - THE AMETHYST SPECTACLES Massie, Chris - THE LOVE LETTERS 
Knibbs, Henry li. = THE TONTO KID Train, Arthur - TUTT & MR. TUTT 


DELL BOOKS (Each $. 25) for September 


Adams, Samuel H. = TH= HARVEY GIRLS Hammett,Dashiell - THE CONTINENTA 
Halliday, Brett - MURDER AND THE MARRIED Rinehart, Mary Re = TEE RED LAMP 
VIRGIN 


GARDEN CITY- for August 5 


De Luxe Books 


Cerf & Cartmelle kds. SIXTEEN FAMOUS AMERICAN PLAYS $1.98 
Hoffman, Malvina HEADS AND TAILS 2.49 
Kaufman & Hennessey- Eds. - LETTERS OF ALEXANDER WOOLLCOTT 1.49 


Blue Ribbon Books 


Ludwig, Emil OF LIFE AND LOVE $1.00 
Shahin, Paul DANCE AND GROW SLENDER $1.00 
Thomas, H. & Del. LIVING BIOGRAPHIES OF FAMOUS AMERICANS $1.00 
‘Thomas, He. & Dele LIVING BIOGRAPHIES OF FAMOUS RULERS $1.00 


Star Dollar Books 


uv 
> 
> 


lL, OP 


Adems, Franklin P. = NODS AND BECKS $1.00 Lawrence, Gertrude - A STAR DANCED $1,00 
Sun Dial Press Titles Triangle Books (Fach $.49) 
Heard, H.F. = WEIRD TALES OF TERROR AND Clarke, Donald H.- MILLIE'S DAUGHTER 
DETECTION $1.00 Coles, Manning - GREEN HAZARD 
Norris, Kathleen - BURNED FINGERS $1.00 Mann, E.B. = WITH SPURS 
Queen, Ellery = THERE WAS AN OLD Nichols, Margaret - ALWAYS WITH ME 
WOMAN $1.00 Queen, Ellery - SPANISH CAPE MYSTERY 
Stone, Irving = IMMORTAL WIFE $1.49 White, Max = TIGER TIGER 
Stong, Phil = MARTA OF MUSCOVY $1.00 


Blakiston Specials 


Cartmell & Cerf- Eds.. FAMOUS PLAYS OF CRIME AND DETECTION 336 
Smith, H. Allen LOST IN TH HORSE LATITUDES 1 


For September 3 


De Luxe Books 


Aldington, Richard - Trans. & . 
Bosschere, Jean De~- Illus. TH DECAMERON OF GIOVANNI BOCCACCIO 31.98 


FAVORITS BOOKS OF MARK TWAIN $2.49 


de Balzac, Honore - DROLL STORIES 31.98 Ripley, Robert - BELIEVE IT OR NOT $1.49 
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GARDEN CITY- for September 2 (Cont.) 
Star Dollar Books ({(Kach $1.00) 


Mskelund, Karl «= MY CHINESE WIFE Malone, Ted-#d. PACK UP YOUR TROUBLES 


Wile, Ira S. - SEX LIFE OF THE UNMARRIED ADULT 


Sun Dial Press Titles 


Andrews, Robert H. = BURNING GOLD )1.00 Kantor,MacKinlay - GLORY FOR ME ~1200 
Clark, Walter von Te «© THE CITY OF Pinckney, Josephine - THREE O'CLOCK 
TREMBLING LEAVES 1.49 DINNER 1.00 
Goudge, Elizabeth - GREEN DOLPHIN Shaw, Lau - RICKSHAW BOY 1.00 
STREET 1.49 Shute, Nevil - MOST SECRET 1.00 
Blue Ribbon firtles (Each 31.00) 
Ford, Hershfield & Laurie CAN YOU TOP THIS? 
Jacobsen, Edmund YOU MUST RELAX 
Queen, Ellery- &d. THE GREAT SPORTS DETECTIVE STORIES 
Thurber, James MIDDLE-AGED MAN ON THE FLYING TRAPEZE 
Vew dome Library 
Wilkinson, Albert E. - THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF TREES, SHRUBS, VINES, AND LAWNS FOR 
THE HOME GARDEN- 31.00 
[riangle Books (ach $.49) 
Baldwin, Faith REHEARSAL FOR LOVE Ruck, Berta MOCK HONEYMOON 
Kendrick, Baynard BLIND MAN'S BUFF Sabatini, Raphael CAPTAIN BLOOD 
Rinehart, Mary Re THE GREAT MISTAKE Taylor, Rosemary CHICKEN EVERY 
SUNDAY 
GROSSET & DUNLAP - For August 
Lewis, Sinclair (Each $1.39) 
ARROWSMITH 
BABBITT 
DODSWORTH 
Kirkbride, Ronaid WINDS, BLOW GENTLY $1.00 
Popular Science Monthly WOODCARVING AND WHITTLING 431.98 
Skinner, Cornelia Otis & Kimbrough, Emily OUR HEARTS WERE YOUNG AND GAY $1.00 
James, Will (Each $1.39) 
SMOKY SAND 
COW COUNTRY SCORPION 
THE DARK HORSE SUN UP 
Grosset & Dunlap Mysteries (Each $1.00) 
Carr, John De TILL DEATH DO US PART McCloy, Helen PANIC 
Cheyney, Peter THE DARK STREET O'Neil, Kerry DEATH STRIKES AT HERON HOUSE 
Davis, Norbert SALLY'S IN THE ALLEY Reisner, Mary THE HOUSE OF COBWEBS 
Dewey, Thomas HUE AND CRY Roden, H.W. ONE ANGEL LESS 


Halliday, Brett MURDER IS MY BUSINESS Stout, Rex NOT QUITE DEAD ENOUGH 
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GROSSET & DUNLAP for September 


Grosset & Dunlap Specials 


Forester, CedS. 
THE LAUGH ROUND-UP 


Pyle, Ernie BRAVE MEN 


Popular Copyrights (Each $1.00) 

THE AMETHYST SPECTACLES 
BY BREAD ALONE 

MIDNIGHT ROUND-UP 

THE THUNDERING TRAIL 


Crane, Frances 

de Sherbinin, Betty 
Field, Peter 

Fox, Norman A. 


PENGUIN BOOKS (Each $.:25) for September 


Cabell, James Branch JURGEN 


POCKEIBOOKS (Each $.25) for Septenber : 
Canes £  topalong oats, s 
.Brand, Max SILVERTIP ~ Hughes, Dorothy B. THE BAMBOO BLONDE 


vChase, Ilka PAST IMPERFECT 


Gardner, Erle Se. 
3 x c 


Tower Books (kach $3.49) 


Field, Peter =  #POWDEK VALLEY PAY-OFF 
Gardner, Erle S.=- THE CASE OF THE CARETAKER'S 
CAT 


Forum Books (kach $1.00) 


Carnegie, Dale = DAL! CARNEGIE'S 
BIOGRAPHICAL ROUNDUP 

Hurst, Fannie - HUMORESQUE 

James, Will - BIG-ENOUGH 


Udd Price Spectals 


Basler, Roy P. -éd. 


By Theodore Dreiser - (Each $1.98) 


JENNIE GERHARDT 
SISTER CARRIE 
THE TITAN 


COMMODORE HORNBLOWER $1.00 
$1.50 
$1.39 


Hill, 


THE BIRDS 
Kendrick, Baynard DEATH KNELL 
Miller, Helen T. LAST LOVER 


Lawrence, 
White, Ethel Lina - PUT OUT THE LIGHT 


Lawrence, ii tda—— — BLOOD _UPON-THE-—SHOW 
MURDER UP MY SLEEVE Gug Sharp, wi gal 
THE WORLD PUBLISHING COMPANY - (for siadeuaee! 


- ABRAHAM LINCOLN: HIS SPEECHES AND WRITINGS - 





-365— 


Three New Popular Romances (Fach $1.00) 
Loring, imilie LIGHTED WINDOWS 
WITH BANNERS 
BEYOND TH® SOUND OF GUNS 


Grace Le 


TIME OF THE SINGING OF 


DeHe LADY CHATTERLEY'S LOVER 





CLUNY BROWN 


Knight, Eric- THE FLYING YORKSHI REMAX 
Queen, Ellerye TIHZ AMERICAN GUN MYSTRY 
Sloane, William- TO WALK THE NIGHT 


Raine, Wm. MacLe = GUNS OF THE FRONTIER 
O'Hara, John - PIPES NIGHT 
Wilhelm, Gale - NEVER LET ME GO 


$3.75 


THE FINANCIER 
TUE " ooONIUS" 
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NON-FICTION 


MUST BOOKS 


september 5 


Fischer, Louis TH® GREAT CHALLENGE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
3400 
* This' is an important book because it is a wise and objective book. Fischer 


dares to be in opposition to established ways of thought. He is anti-Soviet Russia 
as it is expressed today in crushing and absorbing small nations, in dictatorship, in 
suppression of freedom; but he is pro-the Soviet peoples and much of what has been 
achieved. He is anti-British as they have suppressed India, used and exploited her 
and denied her a chance to find her way in freedom; he is anti-British as they have 
chosen the wrong path in Greece, in Italy- and made reaction a path for Soviet agpres- 
sion; but he is pro-British in the overthrow of reaction, in the move through Labor 
Government to right some of the internal wrongs... He is anti-U.S.A. as we try to 
sidestep responsibility, as we demand island possessions, as we combine with Britain 
to appease Russia; but he is pro-U.S.A. as the bulwark of democracy. He says the 
"creat challenge" is to make democracy work through improving democracy~ to "make 
Christians out of Christians” - to improve the domestic policy of nations, the 
social character of regimes. Hither we must improve or succumb. To support his 
thesis, he reassesses the past,re-reads history and speeches, restudies men and 
motives. His is a broad vision; he has repeatedly visited Europe, the Near East, 
Asia, South America, the U.S.A. There is much of personal experience here; inter- 
views and conversations with key men the world over. At times one disagrees - at 
times agrees - always one is stimulated. It is a book to make us study our pre-~ 
judices and inform our opinions. It is a book that may not sell itself (even on the 
success of Yen and Politics and she Soviet In World Affairs) because the reading 
public doesn't want to be made uncomfortable. But it is a book that mst be sold! 


October ?7 
Zweig, Stefan BALZAC l/) . Viking i 
oF $3000 5 — 

A posthumous publication, this biography of Balzac was intended to be Stefan 
Zweig's magnum opus, and is a sizeable, spacious portrait of one of the great French 
men of letters- the man, rather than the writer.. Zweig's reputation, the choice of 
this by the Book of the Month Club, assures this a critical and popular reception- 
even though Balzac, exuberant, excessive, with an energy which is overpowering rather 
than attractive, is a gross-figure- rarely sympathetic. This is the story of his 
prodigal, prolific, promiscuous life- the years of writing as a hack before he achieved 
success under his own name; the liaisons with various older women who were to replace- 
partially- the mother who had rejected him; the long pursuit of Polish Mme. de Hanska, 
who, even when free to marry him at the death of her husband, delayed and evaded him 
with heartless insincerity until her acquiescence when she knew that he was dying. A 
substantial piece of work, conscientious, considered, with perhaps a certain heaviness 
to the writing, and on %ccasion=- a repetitious emphasis. 





f rae 
opectalites de la Satson 


Donald M. Nelson's ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY (Harcourt, Brace), the record of his Washington 


war years, ts quite fascinating; Beth O0'Shea's A LONG WAY FROH BOSTON (Whittlesey) q 
ts engaging first person reminiscence;. "Mez2" Yezzrow's autobiography, REALLY THE BLUES - | 
(Random) has sensation values: and hkolcott Gibbs’ SEASON IN THE SUN (Random) and 

Phyllis McGinley’s STONES FROY A GLASS HOUSE (Viking) are reliably relaxing. However, 

in the fine fall frenzy, we may have overlooked certain titles which may fit special needs. 
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August 22 


Schorer, Mark WILLIAM BLAKE: The Politics of Vision Holt 
$5.00 

This is a long, earnest, scholarly, and sometimes dry=- evaluation and eluci- 
dation of Blake as a political and social thinker. It is not a life of Blake; it is 
not an appreciation of his poetical gifts; it is an attempt to explain his system of 
thoughte It shows him as the rebel against an over-rationalistic age, as the con- 
temporary= though greatly in advance- of such romantics of his period as Godwin, 
Shelley and Coleridge; it places him in time and space. The last and perhaps the most 
illuminating chapters are analyses of Blake's longer political poems, with an attempt 
to unravel their difficult mythology. In this, the author brings keen insight and 
sheds much light. A serious study, for the Blake enthusiasts. 


September 5 
Nelson, Donald M. ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY Harcourt, Brace 
| $4.00 
* This is Donald Nelson's story from the time he was called to Washington in 


1940 by Secretary Morgenthau (a second choice, by the way) to assist in the airplane 
production program until June, 1944, when he laid down the reins as Chairman of the 
War Production Board, after having made the United States actually the Arsenal of 
Democracy. It's a fascinating story, simply told by a great and humble executive, 
and helps to recall those tragic days of 1941 and 1942 when we were producing little 
but tremendous plans. How those plans were accomplished so that the military - and 
civilian - needs were satisfied, is Nelson's story and he gives credit where de- 
served, blame where it is merited. Full of personal anecdotes and experiences, of 
the great and war great - Roosevelt, Churchill, Stalin, Morgenthau, Henderson, 
General Somervell, etc., and an account of fine organizational work. A book to make 
the United States proud of its war production record, that should give a clearer 
picture of the man who made it possible. Not merely a book for the record, but one 
that records the greatness of management and labor during a critical period. 


September 6 


Lowell, Juliete- fd. DEAR SIR OR MADAM Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$1.00 

Another collection of cross-purpose correspondence as the boners of harried 
individuals are displayed when they write the OPA, the Bureau of Vital Statistics, 
Rent Control, department stores, the War Department, the Draft or Selective Service 
Boards, magazines, columnists, organizations of all kinds. Paging Mrs. Malaprop- for 
the absurdities of English as she is wrote- this is a proper companion piece to the 
earlier, bestselling Dear Sir, and leaves no doubt as to its market. 


September 12 


Von Abele, Rudolph ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS rr | 
| 4,00 

The life of the near-great Vice-President of the Confederacy, that is accur- 
ate, reliable biography. His Georgia boyhood and schooling, his law career, his elec- 
tion as state representative, his later career in Washington. With Toomds and Cobb, 
Stephens led the Georgia anti-secession group, fighting for his beliefs right up to 
the Georgia convention, but, losing the battle, he went to Montgomery to form the 
Confederate government. He supported the Kansas-Nebraska Act, pushed through Congress 
the Lecompton constitution, antagonized the Davis government, opposed the Mexican war 
on personal grounds, but despite his political mistakes he died one of Georgia's best 
loved and most famous sons, This shows an idealist who never compromised his prin- 
ciples but who lacked wisdom in judging men and events, Another panel in Civil War 
History. . 
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September 12 


Weinstock, Herbert HANDEL Knopf 
$5.00 


The life and works of Handel, who with Bach, was one of the two greatest com 
posers of his time. This is inclusive, scholarly handling- a book for the serious stu- 
dent rather than the popular biography reader. Handel travelled considerably during 
his formative years, and carried the influence of these countries in his msic- from 
his native Germany are the predilections and means of his creative art, from Italy 
his most mature operatic style, and from his forty years in Imgland the spirit of all 
his instrumental music and the essence of the Biblical and secular oratorios. Here is 
the historical backdrop, his famous teachers and friends, royal patronage, his prolific 
creation of sonatas, concertos, operas, oratorios, his bankruptcy and failure, and de- 
clining health and concentration on sacred music. For music shelves. 


September 15 


“Cantor, Dr. Alfred J. CANCER CAN BE CURED Didier 


$2.00 

Although there is no question that the general public should be cancer-informed 
as well as cancer-conscious, one regrets the agency of this type of book. This is rather 
strident science for the public, and whereas the broad outline (of what cancer is, the 
need of thorough medical examinations, the locales it affects, etc.) is acceptable, some 
of the conclusions are open to argument. Ridden very hard is the relationship between 
nicotine and cancer- "Arise, ye nonsmokers and seize the tobacco- filled weapons of 
destruction" (like that rhetoric?), with the very obvious refutation that mice and dogs 
don't smoke. That cancer can be cured, is the fact that an early diagnosis can save your 
life and Dr. Cantor may serve as a Cassandra. On the whole, we prefer to refer you to 
such books as C.C. Little's Civilization Against Cancer. 


September 16 


Brown, John Mason SEEING THINGS Whittlesey 
$3.00 

The admirable critic's collection of recent articles- on the theatre, books, 
personalities, radio, moving pictures; of his own personal opinions and feelings. You'll 
meet again Woollcott, La Guardia, Pyle, GB. Shaw, George Jean Nathan,- you'll trace the 
influence of Disney, and brush up on judgments of the plays of recent years. There are 
several episodes of incidents with his own children that have a strong parental appeal; 
incidents of public prejudice; a variety of characters as their work is discussed- the 
Lunts, Bobby Clark, Danny Kaye, Beatrice Lillie, Margaret Webster, Katherine Cornell, 
and many others. He offers a sophistication balanced with a real effort of evaluation, 
a charm of style that is often brightened by a precise humor. Rather for his definite 
public than the general reader. 


September 19 


Josephson, Matthew STENDAHL Doubleday 
—bSs50-$4.00 
An extensive biographical re-examination of the French novelist of the 19th 
century, this is in line with Josephson's biography of Victor Hugo which appeared in 
1942, and is a capable, comprehenisve piece of work. Based on the voluminous diaries in 
which Stendahl recorded himself, the sin here is perhaps one of inclusion rather than 
omission- the portrait of the man loses sharpness in the excessive detail. 
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In brief, this is the story of his life and his works; of the romantic heritage of 
Rousseau, the heroic of Napoleon. Here is his lifelong pursuit of passion, never sat- 
isfied by his relationships with women; the escapist interludes in Italy; his ideo- 
logical philosophies, his savant predisposition for psychological analysis, his dis- 
orientation in an uncertain age, all of which was to find embodiment in his master- 
work, Le Rouge Et Le Nowr... One questions an American interest in Stendhal today, 
and this, while commendable, is just too much for the many. 


? t ye 
S er 9 (nr j ty # « 


Kennedy, Stetson SOUTHERN EXPOSURE Doubleday 
$3.00 
A probe of America's number one economic, social, racial, political problem 
the unreconstructed South which is dominated by Southern slavocracy and Northern in- 
dustrialism. Here is the economic source of the Civil ‘Var, the betrayal of the Negro 
to the Southern white, anti-unionism; the myth of white supremacy; the poll-tax issue; 
exploitation and intimidation of the Negro. Southerner Kennedy traces the terrorism 
of the Ku Klux Klan and other fascistic by-products, exposing the movement that allied 
the Klan, the Bund, and N.A.M., the isolationists and industrialists, and that cul- 
minated in the '44 Southern revolt. Here are the shady connections of O'Daniel, 
Talmadge, the duPonts, the Pews, Rankin, Gerald Smith, etc. The author sees the South 
at the crossroads and would force her on a democratic path, by prosecuting the Klan 
on tax evasion and treason charges, encouraging the C.I.0.'s fight for non-discrimin- 
ation, federal aid for housing, health, education, agriculture, federal enforcement 
of voting laws. A strong indictment supplemented by extensive documentation. 


Vic, Trader TRADER VIC'S BOOK OF FOOD AND DRINK Doubleday 
: $2250 
Fairly emphatic pronouncements by Oakland's "saloon keeper" in respect to 
all kinds of drinks (long and tall hoists, punches and wine cups, cocktails, hot 
drinks, ) South Seas and Chinese dishes and meals, other kinds of eatables... with 
fairly chilling admonitions about party giving. This is no elbow bending, cookery 
book for beginners, for there is no thought for anything but the best, and, in the 
foreign concoctions, many items unavailable the country over. However, stringent as 
it is on the proper way of doing things, and harsh as he is to careless, economical, 
ignorant cooks and bartenders, there are many unusual dishes and drinks for the 
connoisseur. Introduction by Lucius Beebe and illustrated in color and line by 


Robert Hallock. 
~~ ‘\ \ \ \ 5 
c ae 


O'Shea, Beth A LONG WAY FROM BOSTON ™! Whittlesey__. 
/ $2.90 9 
* Two cultured but unbroken Boston girls are on the country in the '20's in 


their willing but model T, Henrietta. Venturesome gals, both pooh-poohed parental 
benignant oppog¥tion to out-Cook Cook in a year's tour of the U.S. on disarming smiles, 
whacky luck, naivete, courage, two hundred dollars, and a box of bungalow aprons to be 
sold to feed the travel kitty. They started out for Chicago via Canada and the Lincoln 
Highway, down to Colorado, ‘fyoming, sweating Henrietta across the Continental Divide, 
and up through the Northwest to Seattle. Here the car, the kitty, the author stopped 
to revive as Beth stumbled on an advertising job selling Seattle to the natives- and 
sold herself until finally lured by the California winter down to San Francisco where 
the two girls ran with the Bohemians of Telegraph Hill. Christmas and relatives drew 
them down to Los Angeles and the plush life of servants, sleeping in beds, star- 
chasing. Starting home they crossed to the Mississippi and down river to New Orleans 
where Henrietta and their wander lust gave out and they took a boat home. A titil- 
lating travelogue, and humor-wise. 


aa 
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Septemb er-25. =! 4, } | 


Roberts, W. Adolphe LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN oe | 
“$5090 | 

6th in the American Lakes Sertes, the main subject here is New Orleans and 

Louisiana and its environs, rather than the Lake itself. The history from explorers 

through French and Spanish imperial power, the ancient regime, the coming of steam 

and its effects on the region; then the various aspects of local developments, the 

romance that contrasted with the terror of the yellow fever epidemics, the long life 

of the code duello, the flashing personalities of Menken, Chat-Ima, the dark shadows 

of cruelty and black magic, the coming of the railroad, the years of the Civil War, 

the popular interest in the Cotton Exposition and the spread of lotteries. Besides 

the outstanding figures in filibustering, there is of course Huey Long and his impact 

on his state, the building of the industrial canal and other projects along these 

lines, the impetus of the shipbuilding during the war.. And for the Lake there are 

the many natural outdoor pleasures, its appeal for all types of people. A full bill 

of fare for regional background. 


September 26 


>) rate . MY f 
Cady, Frank W. & Cartmel, SHAKESPEARE ARRANGED FOR MODERN READING Doubleday - 
Van H. $400.5" 
A synchronizing, capsule-izing, abridgment of Shakespeare (the 37 plays, 
venus & Adonis, The Rape of Lucrece, poems, etc.) which has been designed to present 
Shakespeare to a public who would not read him. Here the story of each play is narrat- 
ed, including the most notable passages of the original text, but excluding all that 
would be found difficult to read. A streamlined, shortened version for where it is 


needed. 


Septembar-30 a 
sal . / o/ o f 
Hauser, Gayelord GAYSLORD HAUSER'S COOK BOOK Coward-McCann 
$2.50 
With a stress on the salubrious, rather than the sensuous, satisfactions of 
food, this cook book by the author of Diet Does It, lecturer, and Hollywood counsellor, 
covers all types of foods, emphasizes vitamins, reduction, dietetic specialties, etc. 
Whereas the recipes seem reliable, the novelty values of this cookbook reside in the 
innovation of such things as sea grass, yogurt, yeast, soybeans, Fletcherized foods, 
and other health hints. For his rather faddist following. 


/ 
Hogbin, H. Ian PEOPLES OF THE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC o | b John Day 
Je; |o 35,00 

An Asia Press publication, this is a book of photographs, with an introduc- 
tion by the author, an anthropologist, who for fifteen years has made expeditions 
among the Papuans of the Solomons and New Guinea. Briefly describing the villages, the 
family life, the ancestral customs and religious beliefs, the livelihoods, these are 
illustrated in the photographs which are excellent. Be that as it may, we find it 
extremely difficult to designate a market for this. E 


September ?? 


Bowker, Benjamin OUT OF UNIFORM Norton 
| $2.75 
This is a book about veterans- it is not, however, written for the veteran ( 
but for the civilian. It is also not, in contrast to the many books on this subject, 
concerned with personal problems of adjustment and handling. It is rather a study, 
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based on polled evidence, scientific statistics, of what the war did- or did not do- 
for the soldier; what opportunities it offered; combat- and the chances for survival, 
the physical and psychiatric casualties; the two million who left early, and how they 
felt- how they thought; the influence of the army on language, morals, religion; how 
changed they were; but how families had changed also in a two-way stretch; what assets, 
financial, educational, were to be derived from the GI bill of rights; what type of 
colleges they attend, what types of jobs they returned to; the more touchy topics of 
the Negro veteran, the woman veteran; the organizations; etc. There has been- to my 
knowledge=- no other book of this type; the evidence it offers holds fascination as 
well as a sociological import. The timing, however, and the many other veteran books, 
make its market questionable. 


September ?7 


Evans, Trevor BEVIN OF BRITAIN Norton 
$3.00 
The meteoric rise of an orphaned urchin, young organizer of Bristol dock- 
workers, to the office of his majesty's Foreign Minister. Somewhat of an unknown 
when he took this top cabinet position, Bevin was culminating forty shrewd, brave, 
influential years in the English labor movement. Starting as an uneducated, unskilled 
laborer, Bevin studied voice, shunning the ministry for unionism, and rose with the 
movement to become in 1937 the chairman of the Trade Union Congress. Warm, emotional, 
brilliant strategist, Bevin steered labor through the general strike of '29 with repu- 
tation unscathed, has revealed himself a right wing unionist. Here is an evaluation 
of his mobilization of the country as Minister of Transport, his anti-Russian and anti- 
Communist stand, his ideal of world federation. A revealing profile of an internation- 
al unknown. 


Geiringer, Karl HAYDN Norton 
$5.00 
In part the biography of the man who overcame merciless poverty to become 
an internationally acclaimed figure, and in part the musician, his slow artistic 
development to classical perfection. Haydn went to Hamburg at six and then to Vienna's 
Cathedral of St. Stephen as a chorister until his voice broke at seventeen. There 
followed a period of hunger, study, and souletrying work until the fruitful, prolific 
thirty years under the patronage of the Esterhazy princes. Section two is a critical, 
musicewise catalogue of Haydn's authentic works, tracing in his five periods his 
artistic evolution, and considering his influence on and manipulation of almost all of 
the musical art forms. A monumental, learned piece of research and a needed contri- 
bution to music literature by the curator of the Society of Friends of Music in Vienna. 


Gregory, Charles 0. LABOR AND THE LAW "san 
$5200 
The author, Professor of Law at Chicago University, one time Solicitor of 
Labor in Washington, Public Member of many War Labor Board panels, writes with judg- 
ment, fairness and understanding on the many conflicting phases of labor and the law, 
as they touch on labor relations and collective bargaining. In showing the difference 
between common law and statutes he goes back to English law, shows how and why their 
courts changed their opinions or interpretations of the law, how our own Supreme Court 
acted similiarly during the past fifty years. He indicates the conflicts in indus- 
trial states, the effects of labor acts to date, the results of the National Labor 
Relations Act in collective bargaining, agreements, etc. The need for better and clear- 
er labor laws by Congress, Thurman Arnold's criticism of harmful labor union practices, 
the recommendation of the development of a uniform labor policy. Written clearly, 
simply, interestingly, this is for the man concerned with unionism, collective bargain- 
ing, picketing, labor injunctions, strikes, etc., and is never too difficult for the 
layman to read and understand. 








August 1, 1946 Non-fiction -37 2e 
September ?7? 


Hough, Donald DARLING I AM HOME Norton 
32.50 

Plain talk from a plain thinking euthor, who, after serving in two World Wars, 
now queries what it was all about, and what the promise is for the future. Mr. Hough, 
with no effort to go highbrow, sets his problem in very personal research as to the 
reasons, individual, national, and international, for the wars,- in a logical analy- 
sis of the propagandizing against the enemies, and in a cutting argument against the 
easy-going thinking, careless public attitudes of his fellow countrymen. newspapers, 
radio, and government. With no evasions in this thinking out loud, Mr. Hough needles 
some tender points, decries the inability to do some practicing along with our preache- 
ing, offers no answers, but provides an earnest controversy within everyone's compre- 
hension. For those who are lost in the recent higher altitude critiques. 


Halsey, Margaret COLOR BLIND a: fe Simon & Schuster . 
f Matti: <e $2500 2 
* Sub-titled "A White Woman Looks At The Negro”, this is the first time, to my 


knowledge, that a white man- or woman- has written about the Negro, not scientifically, 
not fictionally, but in terms of her owm experiences in meeting the Negro as a social 
equal. This was during the war, in the interracial canteen she conducted, and which 
many will remember from Some Of My Best Friends Are Soldiers. Here is a humorist gone 
serious, as she tells casually of some critical moments, of the handling of her Junior 
Hostesses, of the only occasional (two or three) episodes provoked by the Negro, of 
the far more occasional Southern discomfort- as Southern servicemen registered pro- 
test. She reduces racial discrimination to two prime factors, the sexual bogey and 
the "Would you like your daughter to marry one" type of thinking, the economic factor 
and the question of cheap labor. And she provides the answer to what you or any 
citizen can do about it. A personal probe, which is also direct and dispassionate, 
and which= with her name as impetus- may reach a market where others have failed. 


Simon, Henry Woe éd. A TREASURY OF GRAND OPERA oY /- 1-¢ Simon & Schuster 

| Wh ee $5.00 

Excerpting and simplification of musical highlights from the operas Don 

Giovanni, Lohengrin, La /'raviata, Faust, Atda, Carmen, ayg Pagliacci, translations 
from the original texts into English to fit the arias, a summarization of literary and 
stage history of each opera, dramatic and musical continuity, with piano arrangements 
for the arias, this is a performance as well as an audience aid to enjoyment. A sale- 
able item for family and group entertainment as well as musical study. 


October 2 


Baruch, Dorothy WW. GLASS HOUSE OF PREJUDICE Morrow 
$2000 

Here, in terms of human beings, is implicit the whole tragedy of intolerance 
and discrimination against minorities. Dorothy Baruch has approached the subject in a 
way that touches both intellect and emotions- she has cut sharply to the heart of the 
problem, what herpens to the children, how does it affect the citizens of tomorrow. 
The Los Angeles area embraces in essence every type of minority problem; Negroes, 
brought there by call on their patriotism, only to find no houses, no schools, jobs 
that are slavery; Mexicans, labelled as troublemakers, used as scapegoats; Orientals. 
She has shown how the soil is made fertile by conditions we must cure, insecurities, 
false attitudes, ignorance. With the youth problem a sore spot on our national life, 
here is one approach to it which is based on scientific research, a deep conviction 
that is basic to that problem, and a plan by which all can overcome it. A valuable 
book for High Schools, PIA groups, and other civic organizations. 
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October 2 


Vestal, Stanley JIM BRIDGER Morrow 
$3.50 
Accurate biography, vivic historical background, and forceful frontier fare 
in good combination, telling of the opening and exploration of the Missouri River 
regione This is the story of Jim Bridger, trapper, explorer and guide, counteracting 
many of the conflicting legends which have grown up around his name. (There's a 
section devoted to the trouble between the Mormons and Bridgers- a slightly different 
angle than presented usually in Mormon histories.) Vhether Bridger was as great and 
good a man as Mr. Vestal wishes us to believe seems unimportant. For while this is 
a long book, sometimes repetitious, it's a very good job of making that era in our 
history exciting- will have a market among men and boys. | 


Announcing for October 3 


Smith, H. Allen THREE SMITHS IN THE WIND Doubleday 
$2.75 
Low Man on a Totem Pole, Life in a Putty Knife Factory, and Lost in the 
Horse Latitudes, these three in one volume. 


October 8 


Galloway, Dr. George B. CONGRESS AT THE CROSSROADS Crowell 
$3.50 








A long and detailed study of the Congress of the United States from its estab- 


lishment to the present. The theme implicit in every page is the reform necessary to 
make it an effective legislative body in the democratic tradition. It not only covers 
the history of the Congress, its rules and procedures and the past reforms, but also 
deals with the various reforms that have been suggested recently- so many of which are 
expedient rather than fundamentally revisionary. He does not advocate the necessary 
argument that initiative be granted to the executive in a mich larger measure, and 
that the power of veto must be the Congressional share of the power in an effectively 
functioning democratic society. A great deal of material here, much of which has 
appeared in other books on Congress, some of which is tedious for the general reader 
to follow. The market will be restricted to students and persons:actively interested 
in the history and practice of governmert. 


October 9 


Ferril, Thomas Hornsby I HATE THURSDAY wey 
2250 
A collection of columns which were written for Denver's "step-dog heirloom", 
the Rocky Hountain derald, and which account for the fact why Thomas Hornsby Ferril 
hates Thursdays. These provide an ambling, associative commentary on everything from 
old automobiles, flowers, blacksmithing, limericks, packrats, tourists, to .22 rifles, 
cosmetics, rattlesnakes, Dumbarton Oaks, the war, art, people. There's a gentle humor 
here but also a very quiet seriousness; there's a level point of view, whether aimed 
at personal, local, or international questions; a tolerance as well as a thoughtful- 
ness, a Simplicity which makes for the apt point rather than the neat phrase. For 
his following, which is largely western. 
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October 10 


Norman, Charles THE MUSES' DARLING — 
4.00 

The devious and derivative biography of a personally unknown and a literary 
gieant- Marlowe, father of English dramatic poetry, iconoclastic genius of the divinity 
student turned atheist, plagued by an intolerant government to an assassin's death at 
29. The facts are scanty and blurred, his relationship with Kyd, his service to the 
government, the trial of his murderer, and Norman is careful, scholarly in his hand- 
ling of them. The vast voids in Marlowe's life the author fills in through sensitive, 
learned interpretation of Marlowe's works and reference to him in Shakespeare, Kyd, 
Raleigh, Greene, etc. Here is a keen, critical appreciation of Marlowe's contribu- 
tion to English letters, that attempts to compensate for lack of extant material by 
rambling off on tangents in forced Elizabethan prose. 


{ 
*K 


October 1 “ 


Atherton, Gertrude MY SAN FRANCISCO Bobbs=Merrill 
$3.00 . - 

Third in this author's books on California (Golden Gate Country, California,)— 

this is intimate memoirs of the city of her birth that includes some history, many 

personalities, much personal information on the many aspects of place. She gives the 

character of the various districts, carries on a running commentary about the bookshops, 

banks, slums, women's activities, education, hotels, parties, etc., etc.; she devotes 

much time, as is natural, to the literati and famous persons; and the whole, in cord- 

ial, enthusiastic tone, forms a distinctive picture of San Francisco. Polished 

prattle, but knowing. 








October ?? / ; 


Merton, Robert Ko MASS PERSUASION / og Harper 

= V $2.50 

An examination, by means of public opinion testing, of the processes and 

techniques of persuasion. The findings here are based on the Kate Smith bond drive; 
factors considered are the marathon method which was used, a thematic analysis of the 
various appeals played up, the personality of Kate Smith as an affecting consideration, 
listener predisposition to buy bonds, the social and cultural context of the senti- 
ments, with a conclusion based on the technical and moral implications of this drive. 
Under the aegis of Lazarsfeld, who has conducted many surveys along this line, this 
contributes further to the knowledge of public opinion and public response, will be 
valuable to certain types of agencies. 


Butler, Jessie Haver TIME TO SPEAK UP )O/. 2 Harper 
es $2.50 

An excellent handbook for the women who some time or other will have to 
accept the challenge of speaking on their feet. The author gives full credit to the 
number of excellent books on the subject of public speaking, but hers is the first 
that focuses attention primarily on the specific problems of the woman speaker 
(presence, voice, manner, clothes, type of material, approach, etc.) and on the woman 
audience. . Every point made is pertinent. No speaker, experienced or amateur, will 
fail to find suggestion and stimulation in the content of the book. There is some. 
inspirational quality, but on the whole it is down to earth, practical advice, based 
on the assumption that the reader has something to learn. It is varied enough to have 
value not only for speakers, but for program chairmen, introducers, those who make or 
accept presentations, after dinner speakers, etc. Not a step by step, self-teaching 
course in public speaking, but sound advice on how to be a better public speaker. 
Some sample material and some practical exercises add to its classroom value. 








Cc 
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October ?? WT ae 
Brink, Carol HARPS IN THE WIND — Macmillan 
$3.50 
= m The second biography this year of the Hutchinsons of New Hampshire (Singin’ 
Yankees- pp, Jordan, Univ. of Minne-p.238) the entertainment value of this one is 
somewhat impaired by the interruption of the narrative as excepts from original docu- 
ments are introduced. This family, whose thirteen sons and daughters were one of the 
most popular groups of singers of the 19th century, was connected also with almost 
every social movement of the century- temperance, anti-slavery, even spiritualism. 
Their story is in some ways a story of the America of that age. However, an over- 
abundance of details about the members of the family overshadows the larger histori- 
cal movements, limits its interest. The Jordan book had greater simplicity and charm. 


») 
£ 


Clawson, Joseph PSYCHOLOGY IN ACTION +a Macmillan 
$3.50 

Reported originally on page 91 of the 2/15/46 bulletin when scheduled for 
spring- as follows "With considerably more amplification than the average psychology 
(self-improvement) primer, this is nonetheless popular psychology applied to everyday 
situations, reducing behaviour to certain formulae. Clawson interprets human nature 
in terms of motives, and values (the object of the motivation), and shows certain 
factors as responsible for what he defines as value-situations; these are possible 
acquisition,loss, or rescue=- possible frustration, possession, or lack, etc. Much 
illustration, verbal and diagrammatic, to show how these value situations operate in 
the world of today, various appeals and stimulations which can be used, various re- 
actions which may result. Not on either a scientific or a strictly lay level, it's 
hard to tab a market for this." 


Delacour, Jean & Mayr, Ernst BIRDS OF THE PHILIPPINES (Qu 271 Macmillan 
$3.75 
Another in the Pacific World Series, (and Dre Mayr is the author of Sirds 
of the Southwest Pacific) this is an ornithological guide to the Philippine sub- 
region, two large islands and innumerable smaller ones. Briefly touching on bird 
geography, nomenclature, suggestions for observation, the bulk of the book is a des- 
cription of some 450 birds with 70 line drawings. For the field student. 


a 1 

Ewing, AoC. THE INDIVIDUAL, THE STATE AND WORLD GOVERNMENT”) 0) eer ysy 

40 

The philosophical implications of the four major political issues of today: 
the concept of the state, the question of the right of the individual, the idea of 
democracy, and the issue of the limitation of the nation-state with a view to pre- 
venting war. A philosopher, the author discusses the ethics of individual political, 
family, economic, rights, the moral truths of democracy, nationalism versus inter- 
nationalism, federation versus state sovereignty. In discussing peace and inter- 
national order, Ewing probes the guilt of Germany,evaluates the merits of the United 
Nations, and proposes that individuals inject their private standards into inter- 
national relations to insure a secure peace. Learned, idealistic dissertation. 


Greer, Guy YOUR CITY TOMORROW Q4,.., uu bY Macmillan 
$2.50 


A discussion of city planning which is both criticism and stimulus,and stresses 


two factors; firstly, that the planlessness which has conditioned our city planning- 
or lack of it- must stop; secondly, that no planning which does not view the entire 
city- or community (but is merely a patchwork improvement of certain areas) is valid. 
From the ideas of garden cities and beautification, to the immediate questions of 
better housing- what needs to be done and who's to pay for its; the importance of govern~ 
ment guidance and support; the proper use of land and the factors of transportation; 
slums and blighted areas; the conflict between city and state administration; the all- 
over factor of money. A description here is given of Boston's progressive, practical 


- plan, with the hope that all cities may do likewise. Direct, down to earth, this is 


good material, interesting in presentation. (Fortune magazine used certain sections.) 











Non-fiction 


October ?7 


Harbage, Alfred AS THEY LIKED IT hy [ wee | 
2. 75 

This volume is just one more “pebble added to the enormous cairn of commen- | 
tary and biography beneath which the real Shakespeare somewhere lies buried", as J. 
Dover Wilson once said. It is as flat, witless and inappropriate as its title. Its 
main theme is to belabor the idea that Shakespeare is a moralist as well as an artist, 
The author goes to no end of trouble to quote book and verse to prove this point 
which hardly needs proving, Could the plays be such compelling drama if Shakespeare had 
no sense of relative values? But all of this is sophomoric argument and not worth a 
hundred pages of print. 


August 1, 1946 
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October 27 | 


Hardy, Martha TATOOSH Macmillan 
$3.00 

A schoolteacher tells all about the summer she spent as the first lady 
Fire Lookout on top of Tatoosh Mountain in the Pacific Northwest. A slightly different 
angle to the usual life in the wilds story, this should appeal to those who have ever. 
longed to get away from it all. How to make a home out of a shack on a small ledge, 
how to fix a shutter in a mountain wind near the edge of a sheer drop down, how to 
tame a squirrel, how to live through a mountain electric storm, and how to keep from 
talking to yourself when you've heen alone a little too long, point up a rather unique 
personal experience- in light recall. 








Havighurst, Walter LAND OF PROMISE 2/3 Macnee 
) 2.75 

A comprehensive history of the origine2? Northwest Territory— that area 
of the United States which is now Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota. 
Covering a considerable era in time, a brief resume of ancient history, the explora- 
tion, exploitation and settlement of this large territory, the book is necessarily 
sketchy in places and often seems to lack unity, but on the whole succeeds in giving 
an over-all picture of the development of this area. The author has a real knack for 
story telling and the most vivid parts of the book are the stories of the men and 
women who opened and settled this region, There should be considerable regional interest 
in this book, but mainly it's recommended for libraries, reference reading. 












@> 


Hilton, John SONORA SKETCH BOOK = “\ 4,47 “— 
5.00 
This, on the basis of the text alone (some 230 pp.), is of sure appeal 
to anyone who loves Mexico, personal contacts with our neighbors to the South, The 
author, his wife and children, and the Howard Gentrys - all with a definite purpose 
in view - seem just the right sort of Americans to serve as ambassadors of good will. 
Hilton, artist and collector, Gentry, scientist, achieved information on flora and 
fauna of concern to the Museum, succeeded in measure pressed down and running over of 
friendship and warm feeling for the villagers in the places they stayed. Hilton writes 
well in anecdote and narrative, he shares the richness of the successive experiences. 
Episodic, with some vignettes apart from the pattern of the whole - but the final impres- 
sion is of richly colored panorama, lovingly set forth, The reproductions, in black 
and white, of crayon drawings by the author, wil] unquestionably be the biggest sales 
factor and eye catcher, but you can assure customers it is niore than just a picture 
book, Sell as travel (there haven't been many lately) and as the sort of popular 
natural science in the Sanderson field. 
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October ?? 
Macmillan 


al 
$1.95 


Primarily for group leaders, though entirely usable by an individual, here 
is a variety of how-to-make projects, mostly on the inexpensive side. All kinds of 
printing, decorative objects, collecting and mounting, baskets, trays, bags, masks, 
sandals, pottery and ceramics, weaving, etc., etc. with diagrams facing the objects to 
be made, so that directions can be followed easily. Materials necessary for each item 
are listed, pertinent facts about materials indicated, all in all a combination indoor- 
outdoor directory for manual skills, 

paren 


Jaeger, Ellsworth EASY CRAFTS i 


Macmillan 
$3.50 
A satisfactory and competent volume of lyric poetry, by a poet who was 
born in India, raised in England, and "exiled" to America. Dedicated to beauty, he 
is a lonely, sad and in-turned man; but the self he looks upon is not despairing or 
embittered. He depends upon his inner life, and it enables him to write verses of 
technical skill, emotional sincerity, of nostalgia, sadness and dignity. Never auda- 
cious or brilliant, never caustic or satirical, this volume should have a fairly gen- 
eral appeal, expressing as it does many common poetical emotions with a broad-based, 
almost solid skill. 


Maynard, Theodore COLLECTED POEMS tee 


Mytinger, Caroline NEW GUINMA HBADHUNT )actudt \° Macmillan 
| Y $3, 50 
* The companion to Headhunting in the solomon Islands (Macmillan, 1942 and 


a B.O.M. selection) this continues the adventures of the irrepressible portrait painter 
and her companion, Margaret, as they further free wheel in search of native models, for 
portraits of the South Seas races. Major casualties, minor tragedies, everpresent 
physical torments (interior and exterior) attend their travels but they manage to rise 
and shine in all misfortunes, report on native byplay, customs, personalities in best 
foot forward style, The earlier book set a standard of personal adventuring that was 
impressive in its physical accomplishment and attractive in its personal approach, this 
second is almost better (since their long stay had so weakened them they could not re- 
turn directly home but had to recuperate in Java)~in that it was a constant battle 
against ill health, to which they never gave in. Pre-war in time, but with accents of 
things to come in the appraisal of New Guinea, the islands and the natives and their 
part in the future, Illustrated with line drawings and photographs of the paintings, 
this should have a sure market on the success of the first, 


Announcing 


Sherman, Henry. C, FOOD AND HEALTH WO noe 
3,75 
A revised edition of a twelve year old standard in the field of nutrition, 
for household use as well as professional dieticians. 


Soljak, Philip L. NEW ZSALAND: PACIFIC PIoWgER —2/\" © nicht 
2. 50 
A Baedeker of New Zealand, geography, history, politics, culture, 
anthropology, economy, public health, education, etc, Socially progressive, New 
Zealand led the world in adopting old-age pensions, industrial arbitration, women's 
suffrage, measures to safeguard the health of women and children, social security. 
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Here's the political structure, colonization, its part in the two world wars, develop- 
ment of agriculture and foreign trade, Fabian labor movement, post-war New Zealand, the 
Anzac Pact. A concise, competent profile of the Pacific pioneer. 


October 77 


wd } uf 

Tate, G.H.H. MAMMALS OF EASTERN ASIA oe —— 
4,50 

Another in the Pacific World Series, by the Curator of the American 

Museum of Natural History and co-author of Yanmals of the Pacific horld, this isa 

study of Eastern Asiatic mammals, living and extinct. With a definition of the generic 

term, a description of habitat and climate, the book goes on to itemize the various 

orders- describe the members within the orders, size, coloring, etc. For natural histor 


study and reference shelves. 














Vazakas, Byron TRANSFIGURED NIGHT (O74!) Meme 
2.00 
” Here is a slim volume of modern poetry of definite distinction, Intro- 


duced with discriminating enthusiasm by William Carlos Williams, these few poems are 

written by a new and young American poet who writes without benefit of baccalaureate, 

but with a fine and real sense of language and a keen response to the modern scene. 

Granitic, sombre and sensitive in tone, picking up his material where he chances to be,- 

in a railroad station, a park of a doctor's office, -this young poet's most interesting 
contribution is to form. He uses a sort of free verse, unrhymed, but with a definite 

musical cadence. Williams calls it a musical bar, and whatever its name, it is arrestig | 
and new. All interested in modern poetry will do well to give this book their attention | 


Gibbs, Wolcott SEASON IN THE SUN AND OTHER PLEASURES HT Random House r 
$2, 75 | 
* Potluck with Mr, Gibbs- and a very good gamble for SUL. ae. 


with your choice of chitchat from the Vew Yorker, lethal parodies, the small, neat 
absurdities of life on Fire Island, random sketches, theatrical and moving picture 
commentary, notes on books and newspapers, etc., (but never ad nauseam). No buffoon, 
but rather the court jester in his ability to underscore a weakness, to turn a foible 
into a fable, to shake a lance at chi-chi, and to sabotage preposterousness, Asa 
social commentator he is perhaps without the warm sympathy of E, B, White, but he is no 
less the wielder of the telling cut, the mental wit, the champion of the civilized 
simplicity and these articles, even if read before, have the power to create a complete 
enjoyment for the reader, Gorgeous Gibbs gallimaufry. 


Mezzrow, Milton “Mezz" & REALLY THE BLUES /,/ 2.4 Random House 

Wolfe, Bernard $3.00 

A call to all gates, hipsters, cons, vipers--I'm the sender who was born 

on a windy night, along with the Twentieth Century, a raggedy slum kid what used Chi's 
sewer gratings for a teething ring. At fifteen I'm all jammed up, restless like a 
Mexican jumping bean, but I don't dig what it is, see, But me and the law meets up and 
I'm in Pontiac jailhouse and I get me a solid dose of the colored man's blues straight 
from the gallion, I find my idiom! And for thirty years I'm blowing out my guts, creat- 
ing, getting that bayou style from Al Capone's roadhouses to swing joints along 52nd 
Street, Paris nightclubs, Harvard University, dicty Washington embassies, not to mention 
all the barrelhouse dives, Me, and Bessie Smith, Jimny Noone, Clarence Williams, Bix 
Beiderbecke, King Oliver, Louis Armstrong, Eddie Condon, Gene Krupa, Zutty Singleton, 
Johvny Dodds, Sidney Bechet, Tommy Ladnier. But some of these fly cats go long-hair, and 
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I'm pure, hear, I got my schooling in three jails, on a gang of tea-nads, whorehouses, 
and speakeasies, and opium got me so strong it turned me every way but loose, but I 
crawled out of the fog and latched onto my horns, Man, I got the idiom, but. really the 
blues! (Dame Gossip sayeth that there hath been much excitement in public circles 
about this and that it well may be the Young Yan With a Horn of non-fiction, Hot music 
hot stuff.) 


October 77 
“i 
Grahan, Lorenz HOW GOD FIX JONA Reynal & Hitchcock 
~ $2.50 

The childlike charm of the primitive, the rhythmic cadence of the African 
which is so close to our Negro spiritual, in these tribal renditions of the Bible as 
recorded by a former missionary, Here is the Christian imprint on the folklore of the 
pagan, as today they retell the stories of Jonah, Noah, Semson who was "weak for woman 
palaver", David "he no fear", Lot's wife and Esther,Usau, Joshua, etc. With decorative 
wood engravings by Letterio Calapai, this should make a lovely book though one questions 
if it is general enough for a gift market. 


Cox, James M. THE JOURNEY THROUGH MY YEARS |) / > | Simon & Schuster 
tps ” $5.00 
It is difficult to see any reason for publishing this undistinguished 
autobiography of James Cox, whose chief claim to fame is that he was once defeated for 
the Presidency of the United States, although by whom or when, I doubt if one person out 
of a hundred could tell you. (It was by Harding, in 1920.) Neither informative nor 
entertaining, it is written in a dull, bromidic style as uninspired as are his memories, 
Barly in the book, he says that he owes much to McGuffey's readers, and it is easy to 
credit this statement. In fact, one wonders if he has ever read anything else, The 
book deals interminably with now forgotten political figures in Ohio and megbers of 
Congress in 1908, many of whom were relatively obscure even in their hey-day. When he 
does mention familiar names, such as Champ Clark, Joe Cannon, and down through Franklin 
Roosevelt, it is to add nothing new or interesting. I can't imagine anyone wanting to 
read the book, with the possible exception of Mr, Cox's relatives and a few old political 
cronies, and even they will be neither angered nor delighted, so mediocre is the whole 
tone and content. 


Hayeraft, Howard- /d. THE ART OF THE MYSTERY STORY // /) | Simon & Schuster 
J $4.50 
* Indefatigable researcher in mystery fiction, Haycraft, whose Murder For 


Pleasure (Appleton-Century, 1941) was a first and a must in its field, turns to the 
history of mystery criticism, discussions of the craft by writers, editors, specialists, 
and collects all types of articles partinent to the technicalities and problems of this 
type of writing (not omitting Edmund Wilson's counter-blast). Taken from essays, pre- 
faces, magazine articles, chapters of books, this is exhaustive and capable gathering- 
together, not only of material, but of a roster of names that is impressive, The various 
analyses of the peculiar appeal of this type of fiction, the description of the place 

of mysteries in radio and moving pictures, the attitudes of reviewers themselves, the 
chance of collecting whodunits, first reviews of classics- there is no end to the variety 
of material on detective fiction, which will- and should be- welcomed by the vast 
audience of readers. For there is not only unusual information, but worthwhile comment 
and criticism, and an inclusive coverage of the high standards that mystery fiction has 
and can, achieve, Excellent compendium of crime lore. 
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Kanin, Garson BORN YESTERDAY Viking 
$200 
The Broadway best sell-out about the big-time crook and the little girl who 

ruined his racket makes one of the most entertaining comediss of the year-- may do 


for little theatres but not for younger thespians. 


McGinley, Phyllis STONES FROM A GLASS HOUSE 45 47) 7 Viking 
$2.00 


. Contemporary carolling by a welcome competent- this collection, after five 
years' absence from the book (though not the magazine) world. A catchy rhyme sense, 
a wide variety of subjects, all with a daily life, household and intimate appeal, a 
spry alertness to topics of the times, these ditties range from gay to grave, as the 
first section lightly glints on children, beauty parlors,anthologizing, rainy week- 
ends, Christmas cards, hospitals, and the mixture as before: the second part concerns 
itself with war- happenings, news, incidents, pressures and regulations, and the 
moment of victoryeo. There's irony and not a little wisdom throughout- the whole is 
a neat-handed selection of McGinley's macrocosme 


Middleton, Drew OUR SHARE OF NIGHT ke jee 
The personal, human memories of a New York Times correspondent, the — 
years from the early, discouraging months in the defense of France to the skeptical, 
bitter conclusion of the war in England. Here are mirrored Middleton's hopes, feel-~ 
ings, faith- shock at the utter confusion and incompetence of the military forces in 
France in 1939, belief in the fortitude of the ordinary Frenchman, unlimited admira- 
tion for the bombed-out British, utter confidence and pride in the Allied solider. 
He follows the Allies to Dieppe, North Africa, back to England and into France- 
Germany. On personalities, Hisenhower, Bradley, Alexander, win their stars, but 
Giraud, Patton, Montgomery, Clark do not go unscathed. The short-comings of these 
generals, the political expedience of the military governments, the sacrifice of min- 
ority groups and small countries, all hardened him into the realistic correspondent 
who reported the rear echelon war from London, in sharp contrast to the buoyant. ideal- 
ism of the early years. A narrative of disillusionment, tapping Matthew's £ducation 
of a Correspondent, but not reaching its richness of material or art of presentation. 


iwo- foo Late 


Bishop, Elizabeth NORTH & SOUTH Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.00 
This slim volume of verse about New England, Paris and Florida, is curiously 
written in the tradition of Amy Lowell. This is, indeed, imagist poetry, in that it 
expresses, sometimes originally, sometimes brilliantly, often with great idiosyncrasy, 
immediate sense impressions. Almost none of the verse contains either emotion or idea. 
In other words, these are neither lyrical nor metaphysical poems; they are keenly felt, 
and usually= visual impressions. A few are successful as poetry, notably one called 
Florida; many are far too private and obscure. Only persons interested, probably pro- 
a in the output of American poetry will find interest in this collection. 
Publ 


Dodson, Owen POWERFUL LONG LADDER | Farrar, Straus 

$2.00 

A brief collection of sonnets, lyrics and choruses by a young Negro writer 

who has won several prizes and awards. These poems, except for an occasionally brile- 
liant and scorching line, show more emotion and zeal than skill. The author feels 
deeply the plight of his people and expresses his emotions strongly. Most of the 
verse has more the tenor of propaganda than of pure poetry. Yet they have a certain 
rugged quality; their cause is an appeal in itself. (8/16) 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Doubleday 
Cameron, Oo= THE ANTAGONISTS- from 8/22 to 9/19 
Feldkamp, F.- MIXTURE FOR MEN- from 8/8 to 9/5 
Goren, C.- CONTRACT BRIDGE IN A NUTSHELL- from 8/8 to 8/22 
Marquis, Done THE BEST OF DON MARQUIS- from 8/8 to 9/5 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Feibleman, Jo- THE THEORY OF HUMAN CULTURE- from 9/? to 10/11 


Harper 
Adamic, Louise DINNER AT THE WHITE HOUSE price from $2.00 to $2.50 


Holt 
Corwin, Norman- UNTITLED=- postponed to 1947 


Houghton, Mifflin 
Ayres, CoSe- THE DIVINE RIGHT OF CAPITAL- definite date 8/6 
Carpenter, Iris- NO WOMAN'S WORLD- definite date 8/6 


Longmans, Green 
Allen, M.ePe= RED HERITAGE (J)=- definite date 8/21 
Guinagh, Kevin- SEARCH FOR GLORY (J)= definite date 8/21 


Macrae-Smith 
Headley, Eo= A DATE FOR DIANE (J)= from 8/12 to 9/23 


Putnam 
Buckingham, Nash- OLE MISS'- from 9/? to 10/2 


Collins, Fe- MONEY TOWN- from 9/30 to 9/20. Price from $3.50 to $5.00 


Simon & Schuster 
Brand, Millen- ALBERT SEARS- definite date 9/25 
Kersh, Gerald- THE WEAK AND THE STRONG= definite date 9/20 
Low, Davide YEARS OF WRATH- definite date 8/20 
Moore,John= THE FAIR FIELD- from 8/16 to 9/12 
Nerber, John- THE SPECTRE IMAGE- from 7/? to 8/16 
Sanders, Ge= STRANGER AT HOME- definite date 8/9 


Stauffer, Donald A.- THE SAINT AND THE HUNCHBACKe definite date 9/27 


Wolfert, Helen- NOTHING IS A WONDERFUL THING- from 8/? to 9/3 


Viking 
Kanin, Garson=- BORN YESTERDAY- definite date 10/4 
McGinley, Phyllis- STONES FROM A GLASS HOUSE- definite date 10/18 
Middleton, Drew- OUR SHARE OF NIGHT- definite date 10/25 
Roberts, Elizabeth M.- THE TIME OF MAN- definite date 10/11 
Stout, Rex- THE SILENT SPEAKER- from 9/26 to 10/21 
Tracy, Marian- THE CARE AND FEEDING OF FRIENDS- from 9/20 to 10/11 
Van Doren, Mark= THE PORTABLE EMERSON- from 9/30 to 10/18 


Whittlesey House 
Hewlett, Je= CROSS ON THE MOON- from 8/26 to 9/4 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR SEPTEMBER 


mac € TE Ok 
CON TEMPORARY 


ANIMAL FARM (Harcourt, Brace). 

; (BOM dual Sept.) 
SEBASTIAN (Deubleday ) 
THE SUDDEN GUEST (Caward-McCann) 

(BOM dual Sept.) 

HOTEL BEMELMANS (Viking) 
SNOW ON THE MOUNTAIN ( Reynal) 
MR. ADAM (Lippincott) 
THE RIVER (Little, Brown) 
BLAZE OF NOON (Holt) 
THE DEVIL IS A LONELY MAN (Crowell) 
THE LAND AND THE WELL (Day) 
BRIGHT DAY (Harper ) 


Armytage, Flora 
La Farge, Christopher 


Bemelmans, Ludwig 

De Jong, David Cornel 
Frank, Pat 

Godden, Rumer 

Gann, Ernest 

Wood, Morrison 
Wernher, Hilda 
Priestley, J. B. 


PERIOD - HISTORICAL 


THE ISLAND IN THE ATLANTIC 
(Duel1,Sloan) 
A HOUSE ON THE PARK (Doubleday) 
LORD HORNBLOWER (Little, Brown) 
TELL YOUR SONS (Farrar, Straus ) 


CRIME CORWER 


Frank, Waldo 


Worthington, Marjorie 
Forester, Ce Sz 
Gibbs, Willa 


MUSEUM PIECE NO. 13 (Doubleday) 

ONE ALONE (Doubleday) 

THE BRIGHT FACE OF DANGER ( Rinehart) 
THE WHITE DRESS (Random House) 


CT ee 


King, Rufus 

Siller, Van 

Fast, Julius 
Eberhart, Mignon Ge 


Ce = & 4 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATION AL 


SOUTHERN EXPOSURE (Doubleday) 
COLOR BLIND (Simon & Schuster ) 
THE GREAT CHALLENGE (Duell,Sloan 
DARLING, I AM HOME (Norton) 


Kennedy, Stetson 
Halsey, Margaret 
Fischer, Louis 
Hough, Donald 


BIOGRAPHY 


BRANDEIS (Viking) 

FROM THE TOP OF THE STAIRS (Little) 
THE BRERETON DIARIES (Morrow) 
STEFAN ZWEIG (Crowell) 


Mason, Alpheus T. 
Finletter, Gretchen 
Brereton, Lt.Gen. LeH. 
Zweig, Friderike 


OF THIS AND THAT 


THE GARDEN (Doubleday ) 

REGIONAL COOKING (Little, Brown) 

SEEING THINGS (Whittlesey) 

ANIMAL TALES (Knopf ) 

MR. BLANDINGS BUILDS HIS DREAM HOUSE 
(Simon & Schuster) 


Sackville-West, V. 
Hibben, Sheila 

Brown, John Mason 
Sanderson, Ivan Te-kd. 
Hodgins, Eric 





BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service y% 38 Bank Street 


Vol. XIV August 15, 1946 
SUMERILIE “SUPPLENMERD: Re. 


in collaboration with Niua Schneider 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


LeGrand CAP'N DOW AND THE HOLE IN THE DOUGHNUT Abingdon-Cokesbury 
$1.00 
The author of the popular Aucustus series in a new genre, under a different 
imprint. How the doughnut got its hole is the weighty matter of this light tale. 
Mr. LeGrand has found the answer to that ever-puzzling question at the bottom of the 
sea (as good a place as any). Cap'n Dow is, presumably, a bit of authentic American 
folklore which the author has translated into story and pictures- gay ones in green and 
black. Both yarn and pictures are handled with broad good humor. Board cover. Fair 
merchandise, for the four and five year olds-and up. (9/10) 


Deletaille, Albertine AT THE TOP OF THE HOUSE Harcourt, Brace 
$1.00 
A Dutch author-illustrator in- so far as we know- her first American picture 
book. In pictures and captions (hard to read against the allover illustrations) she has 
recounted the taie of the venturesome mouse who ate a way into the big cheese, and of the 
cat who tried to get her out. Heartless little creatures some children are, but others 
will feel a bit of cruelty here which may di.turb them. Smallish picture book, in rather 
perishable- as to color and weight - board binding. Pictures in color throughout have 


action and humor. (8/22) 


Rey, Margret PRETZEL AND THE PUPPIES Harper 
$1.00 


+ Pretzel was enormously popular- and "funnies" are the problem children of to- 
day's parents (who want to call a halt on their consumption but know of no wise method 
for so doing). The Reys, husband and wife (Margret and H.A.) have produced this time 

a comic strip sequel to/rr'zel, in which the adventures of this longest of all dachs- 

hunds prove again that though he is "so long" he is not always "so smart". Nonsense 

in good natured vein. Board binding. Good merchandise. (9/1) 


Beim, Jerrold TWELVE O'CLOCK WHISTLE Morrow 
$2.00 

Ernest Crichlow pictures (less studied than those in Jwo Js a Team) for the 
story of a small boy who yearned to see his father make an automobile, and who got his 
chance (and disappointment and enlightenment with it) when he took the forgotten lunch- 
box to the factory, and was taken through the plant. His disappointment in discovering 
that it takes a lot of people to get a big job done was somewhat assuaged by being al low- 
ed a bit of a job himself. Pictures on every page, many in color. (9/11) 


King, Dorothy N. CATCH THE DOGS Mor row 
$1.50 


+ Author-illustrator (Help the Farmer, Fix the Toys,: etce) with a favorite form- 
ula for the very young (3 to 5) which is a pleasent story supplying activity as well. 
Mr. Traynor, on a very hot day, leaves the door of his pet shop open and his six dogs 
run away. Small fry help him find the dogs and return them to their proper beds in the 
shop. (This time the identification is simplified by pictures above each place). 
Attractivee though not loncterm- amusement. First rate merchandise. (9/11) 
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Gilbert, Helen Earle MR. PLUM AND THE LITTLE GREEN TREE Abingdon-Cokesbury 
$1.75 

A moral little tale- a modern “woodman, spare that tree", in the story of a 
sweet little old cobbler, a sensitive soul,who is inspired to rude action when the little 
tree he loves is threatened. He leaves his small town, braves the big city, mends the 
sour official's shoes- and claims his tree as reward. The color illustrations by 
Margaret Bradfield are very engaging, but suffer from the dose of oversweetening that 
pervades the book. (9/10) | 


Medary, Marjorie THE STORE AT CRISSCROSS CORNERS Abingdon-Cokesbury 
$1.00 
A grocery store turned topsy-turvy by Freddie Fumble is happily set to rights 
by Patsy and Peter, who love to visit the Crisscross Corners store. Mr. Jenkins, the 
tidy owner, and the two neat little children, devise an alphabetical system to reorgan- 
ize a seemingly hopeless mess. Everybody happy, everybody rewarded and order restored. 
Red, black and white illustrations by Janet Smalley, conventional- reader appeal draw- 
ings. Six to eight year olds will like it. (9/10) 


Nast, Elsa Ruth A FARM STORY Harper 
$1.00 

Kassie goes to visit on a farm and finds herself deserted by her brother and 
boy cousin, and alone with the animals in the early morning. She overcomes her fears 
and has a wonderful time with the calves, horses, rabbits, poultry, lambs, etc. The 
meadows and the vegetable garden offer further allure, and the ducks take her down to 
the stream where she falls asleep and later finds the boys. Heavy durable board bind- 
ing; illustrations in the familiar Masha style in full color. (Publ.) 


Creekmore, Raymond LOKOSHI Macmillan 
$1.75 
This picture-story book is designed for an older level than the usual book of 
the type- hence the suggestion that it belong at the six to eight reading interest. The 
lithographs=- in the manner of Rockwell Kent- are stunning, and were made by the artist 
from a portfolio of sketches done while he was stationed in Alaska. The story (amount- 
ing to perhaps one eighth of the book) tells of a young boy in the White Arctic who goes 
on a seal hunt when he is ten, and wins the coveted harpoon. Regional material in a not 
unfamiliar field. Sell primarily as a superb picture book. ¢t0/4)— a , af3 


Neilson, Frances Fullerton THE TEN COMMANDMENTS IN TODAY'S WORLD Nelson 
$2.00 
This might be allocated to Sunday School use for the most part. I can't see it 
as having a place comparable to Bible stories, for it is definitely a somewhat preachy 
approach - with no story content- to the meaning of the commandments and their applica- 
tion to the daily round of a child. The section touching on divorce (Thou shalt not 
commit adultery) may prove a boomerang in some households, while in others it may prove 
of constructive aid. Definitely a book to be used by adults with children. Nils Hogner 
pictures are traditional in content, somewhat modernized in interpretation. The general 
appearance is attractive and of durable value. (9/11) (NVote:- The Old festament source 
ofthe commandments would:scarcely be-:suspected from the New Testament interpretation. ) 


Adelson, Leone THE BLOWAWAY HAT Reynal & Hitchcock 
/ $1.50 
* The sly wind that blew away Mommy's beautiful hat with the buttercups and 


daisies was no match for persistent little David. A long chase that ends with the hat _ 
landing on a busy workman's head, makes jolly listening for the youngest members of the 
family (yes, even three year olds liked it!) Charming word patterns, gay absurdities, 
and an original idea make this book fun. Dorothy Wagstaff, well-known as a magazine 
illustrator, has done 3-color pictures in popular lively style. Attractive. (Oct.) y 
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Rberle, Irmengarde TOO MANY SHOES AND STOCKINGS Reynal & Bee 
v $1.50 
* A favorite author writes a fanciful story of a group of bears, trapped by the 
fashionable lawyer in their midst, into wearing shoes and stockings. The results are 
clumsy and unhappy, and peace and propriety are restored only when a big flood returns 
the bears to their natural barefoot state. Good simple nonsense for five to eights. 
Lush warm brown for bears that caper and clamber and stomp through these pages. (Adults 
may find a moral if nas choose, but it wont bother the shi laren). Illustrations by 


Walton Brashears. (Oct. 


Saarinen, Lily Swann WHO AM I? Reynal & Hitchcock 

v $1.50 
- A fact book that has the zip of sheer fancy. The author has selected salient 
features of adaptation to environment. Nature's fascinating designs for survival are 
enthusiastically discussed and inspirationally illustrated. Why the polar bear is white 
as a drift of snow; why the red sqyirrel is red as an autumn leaf; why the zebra is 
striped as shade mixed with moonlight,-these and many other questions are answered. A 
"one world" implication is contained in the final passages concerning the highest animal. 
It is enhanced pleasure to find beautifully designed pictures (by the bent. though 
for readability the long type lines are difficult. Adults will claim this for their 
own shelves for aesthetic delight. Don't miss it. (Oct.) , 


FIRST STEPS IN. READING 


‘ Bronson, Wilfred S. COYOTES Harcourt, Brace 
$1.75 
Companion volume to /urtles, and a much better book. The text material is 
better organized; the vocabulary is simple enough for third grade readerse and advanced 
second graders; the combination of pictures, comic strip continuities and text is more 
cleancut than in the earlier volume of this natural science series. Furthermore, the 
similarity of coyotes and dogs makes the subject matter of special interest even to 
children to whom coyotes are an unknown quantity. Straight factual text-unfictionized. 


(8/22) 


Whitehead, Roberta PETER OPENS THE DOOR Houghton, Mifflin 
$085 

Small type- and more of it than the picture-story book class usually provides- 
places this in the Read Aloud class. But definitely it is for the very youngest in that 
group, three to five year olds. Peter is lonely, and wants a boy. to play with. He is 
promised a surprise and goes to the door every time the bell rings. In this way, small 
readers share the familiar routine of the day's happenings,- newspaper boy, milk de- 
livery boy, garbage collector, mailman, and so on. And finally=- a boy cousin} Mildred 
Bronson has supplied pictures in flat color for every page of. text. (8/22) 


FICTION- 8-11 


Garst, Shannon COWBOY BOOTS Abingdon- Cokesbury 
$2.00 
An attractive introduction to cowboy life for young western fans. Bob Benton 
spends a vacation at his uncle's ranch, learning that a cowboy's job is hard but excit- 
ing. Mild plot, but replete with interesting details. Good clean fun, out in Wyoming 
on the inevitable uncle's ranch. Illustrations by Charles Hargens. (10/1) 














August 15, 1946 FICTION- 8-11 cont'd.- -385~- 





Lau, Josephine Sanger BEGGAR BOY OF GALILEE Abingdon-Cokesbury 
$2.00 

Caleb, a beggar boy, and his blind father, eke out a precarious and not alto- 

gether honest existence on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. When Jesus comes teaching 

a new way of life, they determine to follow him. Their journey, with its hardships and 

miseries is happily concluded when they meet the Master at last. Familiar characters 

and places and incidents of New Testament history are encountered. The market is fairly 

evident. Good piece of book making. Cloth. Ill'd. by Frederick Hogg. (9/10) 


Wright, Frances Fitzpatrick THE SECRET OF THE OLD SAMPEY PLACE Abingdon-Cokesbury 
$1.50 

Here is another A-C book with a good homey idea marred by sticky sentiment- 
ality. This time the too high standards for little girls set by the heroine smacks of 
old time Sunday School library fare. Judy Jamison, mother's little helper, loved the 
old family place. Good, solid house stuff and family stuff in the struggles to repair 
the home, to farm the place and met the mortgage payments. The setting is vaguely the 
agricultural area - the period, the turn of the century. Judy finds a little hiding 
place behind the chimmey, a room all her own; there's a fire, an accident, a threat and 
a happy ending. Illustrations by Margaret Ayer. Cloth. (9/17) 


Lenski, Lois BLUE RIDGE BILLY Lippincott 
$2.50 
* The third book in this series of rewarding regional stories- companion volume 


to Bayou Suzette and the prize winning Strawberry Girl. THe setting this time is a 
community in the Blue Ridge mountains of North Carolina. The children are real and 
warm, and the values are solid without being stuffy. Good story, lightened with illus- 
trations which add color and charm. 


Lucas, Jannette May THE BIG’ BREWSTER FAMILY Lippincott 
L-~ $2.00 

There's need for good Plymouth Colony material so this story of Plymouth in 
1623 will be welcome. Here in the third winter of its existence lived all the members 
of Slder Brewster's clan, and his now historic neighbors. Humility Cooper, a sweet and 
winsome character, is an additional (and so far as we know fictional) member and a very 
attractive one. The author has scoured original records of the struggle for survival 
to bring authenticity and vitality to the book. Good background material. Illustra- 
tions by Mabel Betsy Hill. (Oct.)2~3 


Burbank, Addison & Newcomb, Covelle NARIZONA'S HOLIDAY Longmans, oa 40 

2.00 
Chepe was a little ten year old Mexican boy. His devotion to a new kind of 

pet, a coati named Narizona, has the appeal of stories of children who love pets in total 

disregard of parental disapproval. Narizona is beyond any cat or dog in mischief. But 

Chepe proves his loyalty and the parents are eventually won over. The American family 

that dislikes animals has small appeal, but child-animal combine is international. 

(Late Sept.) 


Carroll, Ruth & Latrobe THE FLYING HOUSE Macmillan | 
m $2.00 
* A helicopter home carries the Bings far on business and pleasure, and will have 


enormous imaginative appeal to air-minded children today. Mr. Bing, intent on selling 
huge quantities of Not-a-Spot soap, still has time for trout fishing with radar equip- 
ment, and for rescuing animals. In addition to its human complement, the family includes 
a dog, a pig, a hare, and Morning Glory, a rooster. The Bings are people of tomorrow, 
but their relationships and interests make them fun today. Animals plus mechanical con- 
trivances plus humor - and good writing- make sure appeal for young readers. Illustra- 
tions - 12 full pages and many spot drawings in line- by Ruth Carroll (9/24) [2/12 
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Hauman, Doris & George SURPRISE FOR TIMMY Macmillan 
$1.00 
Believe it or not, there was a grandma willing and happy to take six grand- 
children while Mother kept Daddy company in South Americal And the six bemoaned the 
fact there wasn't a baby to care for, since Timmy was five. Then Mother comes back with 
a new baby. Small episodic adventures of animals and children. Undistinguished pattern, 
but one that is popular with beginning readers. Vocabulary manageable with some adult 
help - large type. Illustrated by the authors, with 10 full pages in 2 colors and 20 


in line. €9/19). \ofa 1 a 


Slobodkin, Louis THE ADVENTURES OF ARAB ee 
2025 

* Arab was a wooden horse on a merry-go-round in a park, but his ambitions reach- 

ed beyond such limitations. He manages to escape and has jolly adventures in and about 

a large city, and ends as a weather vane proudly overlooking the city and forty floors 

of a big department store. Louis Slobodkin has imagination and a fairy tale sense of 

story telling, but is best known for the illustrations which have brought him a idistin- 

guished place in the world of children's books. His pictures for his own book include 


8 full pages in 4 colors and over 30 in 2 colors. (As) val 12/3 
| 


Hames, Genevieve Torry PAT RIDES THE TRAIL Messner 
~ $2.00 
West Wind, a horse, and Pat, a girl who loves horses, enter the two day Hundred 
Mile Trail Ride, a real test of horse and rider. In the usual language of horsemen, with 
sporting values and a nice bit of Vermont country background, the two accomplish a sub- 
stantial amount in addition to achieving their goal. Exciting horse and girl adventure 
with authentic horse stuff. Dan Noonan pictures. (Oct.) 


Martin, Dahris ADVENTURE IN TUNISIA Messner 

$2.00 
Real children and good plot for the Junior Guild selection by the author of 

I Know Tuntsta. This is the story of a modern boy of Tunis who yearns to paint and draw 

rather than learn one of the crafts of his father's choice. With his girl cousin, who 

weaves original designs he gives her into her rug patterns, he shares many adventures. 

A lot of background, authentic detail, and colorful custom is absorbed as the young read- 

er follows the exciting adventures of Allee and Breeka. Illustrated by Flora Nash 


De Muth. (Sept.) 


Montgomery, Rutherford THE MYSTERY OF THE TURQUOISE FROG Messner 
$2.00 
Chee, Navajo Indian boy, did not go to the American government school. He hid 
in the caves to escape the officer. But Carrie, his cousin, an Indian girl, did go. 
When she returns after four years, she is crammed full of ways and notions that her 
people disapprove. Old and new ways meet and conflict as an old medicine man gives 
them a turquoise frog which sets off a series of exciting adventures. Distinctive style 
with real characterizations, authentic background and ancient legendry. Good background 
school and library material in handling of a controversial subject. (Sept.) 


Eberle, Irmengarde THE VISITING JIMPSONS Reynal & Hitchcock 
$2.00 
Three friendly, lovable children who spend their lives as guests are tired of 
traveling, of making and breaking friendships and they dream of a real home with roots 
and permanence and friends that they can have "for keeps". Because they are such 
special children, their dreams come true. Good values, fresh story line, lively charac- 
ters, and Miss Eberle's competent writing to hold it all together. Sprightly line dravw- 


ings by Ruth Krepse (Sept. ) ¢) > a 
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Graham, Lorenz TALES OF MOMOLU Reynal & Hitchcock 
* From far-away Liberian Africa come these unusual stories of a boy who grows to 


learn the things every boy needs to know and wants to know. Through stories of great 
charm and individuality, we come to know Momolu's family, his brave strong father, Flumbo, 
who is respected and learned, and other important people of the tribe. A pet monkey, a 
severe chief, a new friend, all have lessons of bravery, courage, respecte Moral tales 
with no oppressive taint of preaching. Fine values, colorful, well told. Fine for read- 
ing aloud to seven and older, and for fourth grade and up to read to themselves. Illus- 
trations in line by Letterio Calapai. (Oct.)/Y 11/8 


Warren, yWwS, RIDE, COWBOY, RIDE! Reynal & Hitchcock 
“ $2.50 

Any good adventure story on this age level has an eager market. Danny, whose 
Dad owns a ranch, wants to be a good, regular cowboy. His many adventures and his cour- 
age and good luck all indicated that he was built on the lines of a regular cowboy. Fast 
episodes, excellent details of daily life in and around camp, unromantic but interesting 
material on flapjacks and managing bed-rolls and so on. The author-illustrator grew up 
on a Colorado ranch and his material, including good cowboy action pictures in wash, have 
an authentic, familiar ring. ( Sept.) 22 


Gorska, Halina PRINCE GODFREY Roy 
$3000 
* Twelve lovely fairy tales of Prince Godfrey, the Knight of the Star of the 


Nativity who- like our Galahad- had adventures which fulfilled 12 prophecies made when 
he was born under the Christmas Star. All the trappings of magic, miracles, a flying 
carpet of birds, werewolves and witches, and the glorious defeat of evil and the triumph 
of good. The “illuminations" by Irena Lorentowicz capture the dreamquality of the 
stories. Old-world towers, splendid armor, little ladies unbelievably fair, archaic 
details, caparisoned horses, make the plates exceptionally attractive. For family read- 
ing aloud and for 8-11 self readers. Introduction by Phyllis Fenner. (Oct.) 


_ Sherwood, Lorraine "OLD ABE", AMERICAN EAGLE Scribner 


$1.50 

True story material which has been told over the radio - now in book form to 

meet the demand. "Old Abe" was the live eagle mascot of the 8th Wisconsin Regiment in 

the Civil War, and lived to a ripe old age, lauded before crowds, used in parades, and 

borne in convoy with President Grant. This is the story of his adventures and misadven- 

tures. And the preface gives the factual data on how an eagle came to be the American 
symbol. Illustrations in line and flat color by Katherine Milhous. (8/19) 


Bailey, Carolyn Sherwin MISS HICKORY bre 
>2050 
Miss Hickory is a doll made of an apple branch and a hickory nut head. When 
her "family" of humans goes back to Boston for the winter, Miss Hickory is forced to 
spend the bitter New Hampshire winter in the cold. She has many adventures natural and 
miraculous, which culminate in a wild moment when a squirrel eats her head and she whirls 
up into an apple tree and becomes a scion on it. Frankly, we found it long-winded and 
dull adventures with an air of preciousness throughout. The author is better in recreating 
old customs than in telling an original story. Lithographs by Ruth Garnett. (9/20) 


Sawyer, Ruth OLD CON AND PATRICK rie 
2000 
When young Patrick came to live with his grandfather he was well and whole. But 
polio deprived the lively youngster of the use of his legs. How Old Con, Patrick and the 
boy's mother adjusted to the more difficult world is the subject of this story with a 
lesson. Patrick lives as normal a life as possible. He exploits his love for animals. 
One could wish for a sounder story on a handicapped child. (9 /20) 
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Justus, May SAMMY Whitman 
| $2.00 
May Justus, author of Fiddler's Fair, writes again of her mountain country, 
Tennessee mountain speech, bits of folk lore and balladry make this good regional ma- 
terial on a young age level, Sammy, young boy though he is, helps Dave Hunter the 
Song-catcher find an old ballad with all the verses, Sammy is amply rewarded when he 
can make a spick-and- span appearance on the last day of school, Pleasant family re- 
lations, quaint speech and customs plus many illustrations in color and black and white 
by Christine Chisholm make this an attractive and interesting book. The important 


ballad is noted, meic and verses, 47pp. Board. (Pub.) 
NON-FECTION - 8-11 


Lent, Henry B. FLY IT AWAY! Eee ye 
00 

30 photographs and a clear, step-by-step text tell the story of how a small 
popular plane is made, The author spent a great deal of time at the Stinson factory, 
gathering first-hand material for his book, A trip down the assembly line where the 
process is followed, each operation from the first moment to the end of the line where 
the planes roll off ready to be flown away on their first test flights. Henry Lent has 
done several books - about trains, steamships, automobiles, careers in radio, ~9/20}- /"/26 


De Jong, Dola THE PICTURE STORY OF HOLLAND Reynal '& ge yr 
Vv $e ,00 

Dola De Jong has written a competent story of Holland, a kind of pictorial 
geography-civics book, The customs so important to children are graphically described. 
The quaint, familiar items like windmills and wooden-shoes are absorbed into a more 
modern whole, Food, costumes, games, holidays and something of the government and work- 
ings of the Netherlands are included. Gerard Hordyk's illustrations are charming and 
distinguished, A Hollander himself, his work is authentic and sound in detail and gay 
and spirited in color. An attractive book, Too bad the large format imposes a long 
line difficult to read. The type is rather small too, JIG (Sept@) 


Hahn, Emily THE PICTURE STORY OF CHINA Reynal & gener 
vy $2.50 

Emily Hahn, something of an authority on China, presents the Chinese child 
in his everyday life with sensitivity and distinction. His customs, costume, playtime, 
food, his parents, his differences and similarities to an American boy. The little chil- 
dren are real, friendly and attractive. But the book swerves sharply to an older level 
when the author, in the last quarter of the book, attempts a quick historical survey. 
The large format imposes the same difficulties of long reading lines as the companion 
volume above, Kurt Wiese's illustrations are colorful and charming. (Oct. )v 


FICTION - 12-15 


Bunce, William H. DRAGON PROWS WESTWARD Harcourt, Brace 
$2 ,00 

In contrast to the Nevil Shute book ( see P, 391 ) this seems a shadowy ap- 
proximation which carries singularly little conviction. Place a fairly conventional 
story of a boy captured by the Indians, living with them and learning their ways, 
against the early Viking explorations of the region known to them as Vinland, and you 
have the gist of this tale. Where the Shute book has almost a saga ring in its story 
of the original voyages, this reads as pure adventure fiction in the story of a later 
voyage sent out by Leif, and of the relations with the Skraelings (Indians). Perhaps 
the greater adventure flavor may catch the interest of boys less concerned with true 
tales, The author has written previously on Iroquois and Mound Builders. His Indians 
in this story are chiefly Algonquins. Illustrated by Lorence Bjorkland. (8/22) 
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Lyons, Dorothy GOLDEN SOVEREIGN Harcourt, Brace 
$2 00 
* Two previous girl and horse stories introduced Connie McGuire and her white 


mare, Silver Birch, and her outlaw Midnight Moon, Now, in Silver's first colt, a pal- 
omino, Connie sees her dream of starting a famous stud farm, bearing results, A mys- 
tery runs through the story- the mystery of the ancestry of a sad bit of horse flesh 
that Connie bought out of pity (and with a faint hope that the mare had seen better 
days), What with this constant building to a climax- and sound riding and training and 


showing material- and Wesley Dennis line drawings, Golden Sovereign will be a winner. (8/22) 


Pinkerton, Kathrene THE SILVER STRAIN Harcourt, Brace 
$2 .00 
* This is a sequel to Fox Islandand a good oe. Too often, in fiction, Lady 


Luck plays too important a part. But she seemed to have deserted the Jackman's fur 
farm in northern Ontario, Accidents, unforeseeable; distemper; and disappointment in 
failure to breed true to the silver fox strain; even the trial and error method applied, 
at the start, to a fishing venture - all would have downed most stout hearts, But not 
Ann or Jerry, not their pal Philip. So hard work, and Philip's fruitful holiday labors, 
and sheer grit won out, There's romance here, too, romance that almost goes wrong for 
Ann falls for glamour for a time, Good northern woods adventure. (8/22) 


Hawthorne, Hildegarde WESTWARD THE COURSE Longmans, Green 
$2 .25 
The Lewis and Clark Expedition is good meaty stuff for reading. Young Harry 

Whitcomb joined the party and shared the many adventures that became history. He camped 
out, made friends, fought Indians, struggled with the elements, and helped make the ex- 
pedition that opened a large part of the west to American colonization, Packed with 
plenty of research in source material, Excellent background and reference book at this 
age level, Hildegarde Hawthorne's name carries particular weight with libraries. (8/21) 


Bolton, Ivy SON OF THE LAND Messner 
$2.00 

A story of the Ingland of the Peasants' Revolt and the reign of Richard II. 
The hero is a boy of 16, Roger Gleason, who breaks away from serfdom to gain personal 
freedom, After many exciting adventures he realizes that love and loyalty to his master 
and his king counterbalance his overwhelming desire for freedom. At times one feels 
that Ivy Bolton overstresses the values on the side of tolerance for the serf state, a 
tolerance American boys and girls will find difficult to understand, This is definitely 
& story of the royalist side - rather than the peasants'. Good adventure, and a back- 
ground that has not been hackneyed. Illustrated by Lorence F. Bjorklund, (Oct.) 


Morrow, donore ON TO CREGON Morrow 

$2 .50 

A reissue of an American classic for boys, The story of John Sager, who 

moved to Oregon in 1844 in a covered wagon, He was orphaned, but continued on his way 
with his younger brothers and sisters, They survived what men had not been able to over- 
come, and reached Oregon after the long trail through the wilderness, There have been 
many reprintings of this book; this one is illustrated by Edward Shenton in strong black 
and white. (9/11) 


NON-FICTION - 12-15 


Brown, Rose THE LAND AND PEOPLE OF BRAZIL Lippincott 


$2 .0¢4~ 


Copiously illustrated with photographs, this is the story of the land and the 
people of Brazil, Portraits of the Nations Series have proven to be good reference 
material at this age level, and this story of our largest neighbor to the South serves 
as an excellent background book, Geography, industries, customs, peoples, etc, are in- 
cluded, By an author familiar with South America. Illus. 45 photographs. (948) 


o9 


4 
») 







































a 









z, 


August 15, 1946 NOV-FICTION- 12-15, cont'd. . -%,90- 


Anderson, C.W, TOMORROW'S CHAMPION Macmillan » 7 
aE 00 

Any Anderson book with horses as motif has a readymade market. This one has, 

I think, an even greater market than his usual book, for there's more variety in litho- 

graphs of colts and fillies than in a succession of portraits of famous champions, 17 

full page pictures, 30 small cuts- 96 pages in all, with a text on how to look for and 

breed champions, on successive steps of growth, handling, training. Definitely a book 

for the monied market, Limited edition, signed - illustration for-framing-$10, a 

// ’ 


Stoddard, Anne- #d. TOPFLIGHT: Famous American Women : on 
2.50 

This collection is made up of a series of wig ay and career articles by 
various writers, most of which appeared in [he American Girl. A wide range of careers 
are covered in the choice of women ,- Katharine Cornell (theatre), Dorothy Lathrop (art), 
Marian Anderson (mesic), Bessie Beatty (radio), Margaret Bourke-White (photography ), 
Alice T, Hobart (writing), Lillian Gilbreth (engineering), Ruth Nichols (flying), 
Mildred McAfee Horton (administrator and educator), Mary Lewis (fashions), Carrie 
Chapman Catt (citizenship), Dorothy Stratton (armed services), They are all success 
stories, and for the most part success stories that make it sound a bit too easy. 
Decorative illustrations by Bela Dankovszky. (9/11) 


Freeman, Mae & Ira FUN WITH FIGURES Random ares 
3.2% 
Companion volume to fun with Science and Fun with Chemistry. A more diffi- 
cult subject with which to catch the imagination at any age. If you like figures, yo 
just do (if you don't, you don't), A boy- or girl- who liked figures would find these 
experiments, with tie-up to familiar problems (how far distant is a specific object, 
how high is a tree, what distance will a thrown solid reach, what makes a screw push 
forward, how to tie knots, how to make one-sided bands, etc. a fun to try, and each ex- 
periment leads on to the outskirts of solid geometry, trigonometry and higher mathe- 
matics painlessly, Text and photographs closely linked. Board, reenforced. (8/30) 


Forbes, Rosita HENRY MORGAN, PIRATE Reynal & Hitchcock 
| $2.50 
The bloodiest skull-and-cross bones figure of them all is Henry Morgan, 
Admiral of the Black, A brigand and pirate feared throughout the shipping world of his 
time, this is the terrific story of a real, bad man who should have been hanged but was 
knighted, It isn't a moral tale, but it's true. (Sept.) 22 


FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Gregg, Alan THE MYSTERY OF BATTY RIDGE Doubleday 
$2 .00 

The Border Patrol gets its man in this somewhat involved modernized western, 
replete with radar, walkie-talkies and jet propulsion. Inspector Ramsay and Deputy 
Conroy are assigned the job of tracking down mysterious cattle deaths and blighted crops, 
somehow associated with seven-foot bats. The bats turn out to be jet planes of new and 
secret design, being ferried across the border on their way to South America, Routines 
and acceptable fare for teen-age fans, Illustrated by Joseph Hopkins. (8/22) 


Noble, Barbara DOREEN 7 Doubleday 
$2.50 
* The poignant, fresh story of Doreen, a Cockney child sent to the country dur- 
ing the Blitz, which imposes a social as well as human problem, Doreen, the only pos- 
session of Mrs, Rawlings, a char, is cared for with dogged, maternal devotion, but is 
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sent to the Osbournes of quite another class, the gentry. Mrs. Rawlings sees Doreen 
being won over to the standard and outlook of another class, and she makes the deci- 
sion to take Doreen back to the slums, An appealing, slight story, deftly and deli- 
cately handled. (For full report, see P,357) (10/10) 


Owen, Frank- Ed. - TEEN-AGE COMPANION Lantern iS se 
0 
A good anthology of short stories for the high school, pre-Saturday Evening 
Post trade, The selections are well rounded including, among others, sports, hame 
folks, adventure, humor, The varied sources include Colliers, S,E,P,, Redbook, Womans 
Home Companion, Cosmopolitan, etc. Adults will like it too, Illustrated by Carl 
Cobbledick. (9/10) 


Shute, Nevil VINLAND THE GOO Morrow 

$2 .50 

Here is the opening chapter of the drama of America's history, the story of 

Fric the Red and Leif the Lucky, real discoverers of America, but to most school chil- 
dren little known figures. Told by a discharged officer in an Inglish schoolroom to his 
pupils, the story is a good me, as Eric gets in hot water first in Norway, then in 
Iceland, and finally goes to Greenland to start a new world, And then his son retraces his 
steps, and expands beyond his father's horizon to yet more new worlds, (For full report P 
see P, 352) (10/2) 


Blankfort, Michael THE WIDOW-MAKERS Simon & Schuster 

$2.50 
The tense, tender story of Tirza, 12, Jamesy, 8, and Maggie, 5, motherless 

three of Eliot Green, an anti-Nazi of anonymous activities, whose death leaves in the 

hands of the children incriminating evidence against his enemies, They go to America, 

keep their legacy a secret, but finally are aided by a friend in fulfilling their father's 

mission, The children are appealing in their determination and vulnerability, giving 

the book a sentimental touch, (For full report, see P, 359) (Oct.) 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE - Non-fiction 


Goss, Madeleine BEETHOVEN, MASTER MJSICIAN Henry Holt 
$250 300 
A new addition to the Holt Musical Biography Series for Young People, this 
comprehensive life of Beethoven is a revised edition of the book originally published 
in 1931 by Doubleday. A chronology of world events during his lifetime, an index, and 
a& list of Beethoven's works and recordings have been added, The book will have a new 
format and illustrations by Karl Schultheiss. (10/31) 


Coblentz, Catherine Cate SEQUOYA Longmans , roe 

-50 

Sequoya, the most phenomenal Indian in American tradition, deserves a bio- 

graphy. A Cherokee Indian, he was a young man when the Tribes banded together in 1791 
to keep the whites out of the Ohio-Alleghany area, His life and his times are of interest 
to the young student. This amazing man accomplished the unbelievable task of creating 
a written alphabet for his people, and he hoped to unite them and keep the whites from in- 
vading their territory. In a few months he changed the Cherokee nation from an illiter- 
ate to a literate one. His work was recognized by the government although his ambition 
was not. Excellent reference material. 


Hardy, Martha TAT OOSH Macmillan 
$3.00 
A schoolteacher's light recall of the summer she spent as the first lady Fire 
Lookout on top of Tatoosh Mountain in the Pacific Northwest. How to make a home out of 
a shack on a small ledge, how to fix a shutter in a mountain wind, how to tame a 
squirrel, how to live through a mountain electric storm, etc, A slightly different 
life-in-the-wilds story. (For full report, see P, 376) 320A} /)/).~ 
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Gast, Shannon SITTING BULL —s 
230 

Sitting Bull, leading spirit and chief of all the Sioux Bands, victim of White 
Supremacy, is one of the most moving and interesting of Indian leaders, Driven with his 
people from his own land by the absorbing land-hunger of the early Americans, Sitting 
Bull was a great leader who tried to save his people from extinction, Wyoming of cov- 
ered wagon days, and one of the great problems that the young U.S. had to solve and 
didn't ever quite manage. Illustrated by Elton 0. Fax, (Nov.) 


Nolan, Jeannette C, FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE “— 
220 

_ Florence Nightingale is a popular figure for biographies, and this is a good, 
spirited account of a long, useful life. Florence Nightingale lived until she was ninety, 
and during this long span of years she participated in public affairs on many levels in 
addition to her famous expedition in the Crimean War, Nursing was only one of the activi- 
ties this woman championed, Sanitation, reform, health laws, any cause that could alle- 
viate the suffering of the poor found a worker and champion in this woman of great energy 


and heart. JIG (Oct.) 


Proudit, Isabel JAMES FENIMORE COOPER Messner 
250 
The author of the spy, /he Deerstayer, The Last Of The Mohicans, etc. . a 
subject of this detailed portreit of an author, his time and contributions to American 
literature. James Fenimore Cooper wrote of things that were vital to Americans, He 
wrote of real action with excitement and exhilaration. The popularity of the Leather- 
stocking Tales makes this a desirable reference book, Illustrated by Robert Dorems.(Oct. ) 


Baruch, Dorothy W. GLASS HOUSE OF PREJUDICE co 

~ 20 
* This book was originally planned for High School level, and as such has a 
unique function. So far as I know, this is the first approach of its kind to problems 
of minorities, of racial discrimination, of intolerance, based on case histories, many 
of them closely aligned with adolescent problems, Dr. Baruch's approach touches both 
intellect and emotions; she cuts to the heart of the matter- its effect on the citizens 
of tomorrow. She has used Southern California as a testing ground embracing every as- 
pect,- Negroes, brought there by call of patriotism and finding no welcome; Mexicans, 
labelled as troublemakers, used as scapegoats; Orientals. She has shown how the prob- 
lems are rooted in conditions we mst face, insecurities, false attitudes, ignorance, 
Her approach is psychological - and constructive, Much of the material was used in 
assembly hour discussion groups, and created lively interest among High School students. 
(For fuller report see adult section- P, 372,) (10/2) 


O'Shea, Beth A LONG WAY FROM BOSTON Whittlesey 


An American background Our Hearts were Young And Gay, as two cultured (but 
unbroken) Boston girls set out to see their ow country in the '20's in their model T, 
They pooh-poohed parental opposition and started via Canada for Chicago and points west, 
counting on disarming smiles, whacky lucky, courage, $200 and a box of bungalow aprons 
to sell. In Seattle, they paused to revive while the author stumbled m™ an advertising 
Chamber of Commerce sort of job. Iater they moved on to San Francisco, And Christmas 
found them leading a plush life with relatives in Los Angeles. A brief extension of the 
wanderlust brought them back as far as New Orleans where “Henrietta” gave out and they 
took a boat home, Titillating travelogue, humor-wise, (Full report see P,369.) / 
12 
le 


Erratum 


The publisher calls attention to the intimation (see P, 297) that the action in GATE- 
WAY takes place in Hollywood “a continent's reach from their New York flat". Actually, 
the setting is the state of Connecticut. So -please note- it's not a book about Hollywood. 





